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REPORT OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 


MARCH 8, 1916 


The Sixth Annual Meeting of the 
Society was held in Wilder Hall, 9 
Ashburton Place, Boston, Wednesday, 
March 8, 1916, at 3.15 P. M., Presi- 
dent Bolton presiding. 

President Bolton spoke on 
year’s work of the Society. 

The nominating committee’s report 
was read and the following officers 
were elected for the ensuing year.* 

The report of the Board of Trustees 
was read by President Bolton. 

The Treasurer’s report was pre- 
sented and on motion duly seconded 
was accepted, placed on file and 
ordered printed. 

The Librarian’s report was pre- 
sented and on motion duly seconded 
was accepted, placed on file and 
ordered printed. 

The report of the Director of the 
Museum was presented and on motion 
duly seconded was accepted, placed 
on file and ordered printed. 

The report of the Corresponding 
Secretary was presented and on mo- 
tion duly seconded was accepted, 
placed on file and ordered printed. 

Mr. R. Clipston Sturgis gave an 


*See page 47. 


the 


interesting address on the Bulfinch 
State House in Boston, with special 
reference to various plans for laying 
out the grounds about the enlarged 
building. At the conclusion of the 
address President Bolton, on behalf 
of the Society, thanked Mr. Sturgis 
for having so kindly entertained the 
members present. 

Upon motion duly seconded it was 
voted: That the acts of the Trustees 
of the Society for the fiscal year 1915- 
1916 be and are hereby ratified and 
confirmed. 

President Bolton invited all present 
to visit the headquarters of the 
Society and inspect the exhibition of 
wall papers, composed mostly of 
reproductions of old papers but having 
a few originals. 

Upon motion duly seconded, it was 
Voted: To adjourn. 


A True Record: 
Attest: 
LYNDE SULLIVAN, 
Recording Secretary. 
Clerk of the Society. 











ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
FOR THE YEAR ENDINC MARCH 1, 1916 


To the Members of the Society 


The undersigned having been appointed by President Bolton to prepare 
a report for the Board of Trustees, presents the following 

The Board of Trustees held eight monthly meetings during the year, 
omitting the months of June, July, August and September. The average 
number of Trustees at these meetings was 7.375. The Board consists of 
thirty members of whom twelve are vice-presidents, whose positions are 
largely honorary and whose attendance while most welcome is not required. 
Of the other eighteen one only was present at every meeting and two attended 
no meetings. The work of the Society was smoothly and efficiently cared for 
at these eight meetings of the Board. 

This is excellent as far as it goes but it seems as though there should 
be some machinery by which trustees elected for three years, but attending 
no meetings during the year, should be dropped. Accordingly it is suggested 
that the by-laws be amended at the next annual meeting in such a way that 
three year Trustees attending less than some specified number of meetings 
out of the eight be automatically dropped and not eligible for renomination 
until the expiration of one year. 


LAWRENCE PARK, 


Trustee. 


During the past year the Board lost one of its best members through the 
death of Mr. George M. Curtis of Meriden, vice-president for Connecticut. 
Mr. Curtis was an ideal vice-president, for he always held himself ready to 
help the Society even though the work of the moment, while it lasted, took 
much of his time and attention. Without his cooperation we could never 
have worked so successfully for the Lee house at East Lyme, for having once 
enlisted his interest we were able, largely through him, to secure the coopera- 
tion of the Connecticut Society of Colonial Wars and the Connecticut Society 
of Colonial Dames. 

Mr. Curtis’ interest in antiquarian matters was amply shown through 
his ‘‘Meriden’s Early History’’—a work of some four hundred pages incor- 
porated in the “Century of Meriden.”’ As an authority on old silver Mr. 
Curtis had few equals and his collection was one of the finest in the country. 
He wrote a chapter on the ‘Early Silversmiths of Connecticut”’ for the cata- 
logue of the exhibition of church silver at the Museum of Fine Arts in 1911. 
He also wrote a book on ‘The early Silver of Connecticut and Its Makers.”’ 
His collection of old furniture was one of the best in the state. 

Mr. Curtis was of the eighth generation of one of the oldest and most 
prominent Connecticut families. He was born in Meriden May 27, 1857. 


PAOLA ELS LE ALI RE 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 






To the Officers and Members of the Society. 


It gives me great pleasure to present my sixth annual report, covering the 


year March 1, 1915 to March 1, 1916. 


The most important 
event of the year 
was the acquisition 
of the Society’s fourth piece of real 
estate—the Laws house at Sharon, 


N. H.—a gift from Miss Alice E. 


LAWS HOUSE 
SHARON, N. H. 
ACQUIRED 1915. 











Laws House, Sharon, N. H. 
As it appeared before its purchase and repair. 
Neale. With it came from an anony- 
mous friend a gift of $2,000 for the 
repair and restoration of the house, any 
unexpended balance to be returned to 
the donor. This house, which is an 
interesting and picturesque example 
of the story-and-a-half country cot- 
tage, is situated in the centre of 
Sharon opposite Miss Neale’s house. 
Originally the house contained but 
two rooms, possibly with a chimney 
between them although the framing 
gives no hint of it. The attic floor 
joists and end plates carried over the 
front plate about a foot giving 
prominent eaves. At a later period 
two more rooms were added in the 
rear, the old chimney was replaced 
by a new one between these two 
rooms, and the garret was wholly 
rebuilt with the ridgepole running at 
right angles to the street. It was then 
that the house received its curious 
appearance of a structurally over- 





hanging second story along the street 
front, for the attic studs were placed 
on the extreme ends of the projecting 
garret floor joists and plates. The 
house issaid at some time to have had 
a leanto, which has_ wholly dis- 
appeared. 

The interior could hardly be more 
simple, a large part of it being of 
unfinished bark-covered logs, with 
such sheathing as there is of the 
plainest type painted Indian red. 
The two street rooms are a trifle more 
finished, having plastered walls and 
ceiling and a plain dado. 

When the deed to the Society was 
made out. it was required that the 
Society should spend at least $1,000 
in repairs within two years, the deed 
meanwhile to remain in escrow. There 
has already been spent over $1,200 and 
accordingly the Society has received 
the title deed and there still remains 
sufficient money for the few remaining 











Laws House, Sharon, N. H. 
During repairs, 1915. 
Seen from the northwest. 


repairs needed. The house will prob- 
ably be leased for a long term of years, 
subject to reasonable inspection by 
our members. 



































Laws House, Sharon, N. H. 
Southeast Corner, 1915, during repairs. 


The circumstances of this gift are 
peculiarly encouraging. Miss Neale 
desired to save a quaint and pic- 
turesque house opposite her own and 
our anonymous friend was anxious 
that the town should not lose so 
attractive a feature as this old cottage. 
Numerous ways of accomplishing 
these ends might have been found but 
the one selected was to make this 
Society the perpetual guardian. This 
proof of confidence in our manage- 
ment was most gratifying and the fact 
that both the house and the cost of its 
repairs were outright gifts was an 
added pleasure. May we receive 
many similar gifts in the future. 


THE SWETT-ILSLEY | he changes in this 

HOUSE NEWBURY house have been 

1670 OR EARLIER —_ 

ACQUIRED 1911. (rastic indeed, due 
to two causes-—one 


a welcome gift of $1,270.89 with which 
to pay for part of them and the other 
a three year lease of the property. 
The gift (one of the largest the Society 
has ever received) came from the 


Nathaniel Tracy Chapter, Daughters 
of the Revolution, and was subject to 





n) 


two conditions, namely, that it be 
used in the restoration of the older 
parts of the house only—the middle 
portion and the southeasterly corner 
—and that a part of the money be 
spent on a memorial tablet to Nathan- 
iel Tracy, a loyal patriot and one of 
Newburyport’s most distinguished 
sons. At about the same time we were 
so fortunate as to secure as our tenants 
on a three year lease Miss Adelaide 
Thurlow, Miss Claudia H. Wright and 
Miss Mary L. A. Clement—the first 
two to conduct a tea room and gift 
shop, and Miss Clement to display 
antique furniture for sale. 

As the whole house was badly in 
need of improvement the Trustees 
decided to spend in advance as much 
as necessary of the three years’ rental, 
on condition that nothing more should 
be asked of them by the tenants 
during the term of their lease. The 
amount was secured as a loan from 
our Life Membership Fund at four 
and one-half per cent interest. 

In the northern end of the house 
no changes were made but everything 
was put into first class condition. 
The restoration was confined to the 
five older rooms comprising the middle 
and southeastern portions of the 
house. The work had hardly begun 
when it became apparent that Stephen 
Swett’s original house of 1670, or 








Laws House, Sharon, N. H. 
During repairs, 1915. 


perhaps earlier, was comprised in the 
parlor and chamber of the south- 
eastern angle. The entire frame work 
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Courtesy Mr. S. C. Reed, Newburyport. 


Swett-Ilsley House, Newbury, Mass. 


Seen from the northeast. 


The Society's first acquisition, 1911. 


The two left end windows are in what was the original house. 


was found intact excepting the sills 
and the garret. This simple little 
cottage of two rooms (one on each 
floor) faced south, with a trifling hewn 
overhang of an inch or two on the 
second story front, and with the 
added attraction of a front gable. 
The casement windows seem to have 
been single, double and triple, and 
the whole effect must have been 
quaint in the extreme. At some- 
time, as yet unascertained, but prob- 
ably before 1700, the house was first 
enlarged. The original chimney and 
staircase at the west end of the house 
were taken down and others built 
against the north wall, and two rooms 
(one on each story) were added be- 
yond, thus facing the house to the 
east. Accordingly the entire roof of 
Stephen Swett’s cottage was removed 
and a new one built over the whole 
structure with the ridgepole running 
north and south instead of east and 
west. Of the second staircase little, if 
anything, now remains, the present 





stairs being of even later date, but the 
chimney was found almost intact. 
The new rooms were as long as Swett’s 
house, but in the original house the 
space occupied by the chimney and 
stairs was not thrown into the old 
rooms. Instead of this both upstairs 
and down a partition wall was built 
some eighteen inches east of the 
chimney girts, making two additional 
small rooms. No fireplace was given 
the upper room but to heat the lower 
one a tiny fireplace and flue were 
built against the back of the great 
chimney, the fireplace being at an 
angle in the corner of the room and 
beside it a door to a closet connecting 
with the new room at the north. Of 
this curious little fireplace nothing was 
left but the signs of its presence in the 
under boarding of the floor and in the 
ground beneath, but the flue was 
found intact against the big chimney 
back. Moreover, Miss Sarah Eliza- 
beth Small, the last Ilsley descendant 
to occupy the house, remembers being 

















Middle Chamber, Swett-Ilsley House, Newbury, Mass. 


told by her grandmother that the 
grandmother’s grandmother had as 
a child sat in front of this fireplace on 
winter evenings cracking and eating 
nuts with the other children. At that 
time the top of the fireplace was prob- 
ably hidden by sheathing similar to 
that in the other rooms, but this has 
all disappeared and not yet been 
replaced. This curious little fireplace 
with the adjoining ovens in the huge 
north fireplace was destroyed some- 
time in the nineteenth century. 

Two, if not three, more additions 
were made to the house and possibly 
the last addition was the northern 
end containing a staircase and two 
rooms on each floor, with a chimney 
in the middle. 

Before the restoration of the older 
part began there was very little 
sheathing visible and that mostly in 
the front hall. The walls of the four 


principal rooms (two parlors and two 
chambers) were plainly plastered and 
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Courtesy Frank Cousins Art Co. 


papered and gave no evidence of the 
pleasant surprise awaiting the re- 
storer’s hand. The wall papers were 
carefully removed in the vain hope of 
finding good old papers underneath. 
But when the plaster in the south 
parlor was removed the laths were 
found to be nailed onto fine old 
sheathing extending from floor to 
ceiling along the fireplace end of the 
room, and, barring the door and the 
panels over the fireplace, this sheath- 
ing was intact. In each of the 
chambers the laths were nailed onto 
sheathing which had previously been 
covered with wall paper, and of these 
papers samples were secured for the 
Society’s collection. The sheathing 
in the south chamber was found 
intact on the entire fireplace wall, ex- 
cepting door, but that in the north 
chamber had been removed at the 
west end of the fireplace wall and 
had to be replaced. It was in this 
chamber that two walls—the west 














Hall of Stephen Swett’'s original House. 





Courtesy Frank Cousins Art Co., Salem 


Showing the later fireplace in the north wall. 


and the north—were found to have 
been at sometime decorated with sten- 
cilling, the remaining evidence of 
which is now protected under glass. 
The chamber fireplaces were bricked 
up but otherwise in perfect condition. 
The fireplaces on the ground floor were 
not so fortunate; that in the south 
room had lost its mantel tree but its 
exact dimensions were ascertainable. 
The fireplace in the north room turned 
out to be one of the finest in New Eng- 
land and one of the largest that has 
come down to us. The dimensions 
are 10 feet 2% inches in width, by 
59 inches in height by 36% inches in 
depth. Its right corner had been de- 
molished with the greater part of the 
two ovens, one above the other. The 
oven in the left corner, which had 
bulged out slightly into the wall on 
the cellar stairs, had been removed 
and asmall cellar-stairs receptacle for 
crocks and bottles made in its place, 





but the evidence of the oven was so 
complete that there was no difficulty 
in restoring it. 

The ceilings of the southeast rooms, 
namely, those in Stephen Swett’s old 
house, were entirely removed, showing 
the original timber construction. The 
plaster on the parlor ceiling was 
covered with sand as is so often 
found to be the case in the restoration 
of old houses. Perhaps the floor of 
the chamber above was sanded, or it 
may have been scrubbed with sand to 
keep it clean. At all events, before 
the days of plastered ceilings this sand 
must gradually have found its way 
onto the floor of the room below, but 
stopped on the plastered ceiling when 
that was added. The ceilings of the 
two newer rooms to the north were 
composed of such a curious patchwork 
of sticks of all kinds that they were 
left plastered as found. In the central 
leanto room parts cf the old dresser 
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Courtesy Frank Cousins Art Co., Salem. 


Chamber of Stephen "Swett's original house showing the later fireplace in the north wall. 


were discovered incorporated in a 
corner closet. 

The space which had formerly been 
taken up by Stephen Swett’s chamber 
fireplace we have now converted into 
a bath room. In the rear of the house 
a dilapidated shed has been made over 
into a summer house and it is hoped 
next summer to have the grounds in 
presentable condition. 

The renovated house was opened 
to inspection by our members on 
Columbus Day, October twelfth. We 
had as our guests the members of the 
Nathaniel Tracy Chapter, Daughters 
of the Revolution, and officers of 
many other societies. Light refresh- 
ments were served to the several 
hundred persons who inspected the 
house. 

In spite of all that has been done 
for this house there still remains as 
much more to do. The restoration 
work on the interior was not pushed 





to completion owing to lack of funds, 
and there is some repair work that 
will soon need attention. Moreover, 
the house really requires a second bath 
room, and if it is to be occupied in 
winter a modern heating plant is 
essential. The restoration of the 
exterior of the house is yet to be even 
begun. This will involve much re- 
moval of paint, or more likely reclap- 
boarding, the alteration of most of 
the windows and some of the doors, 
and possibly the reconstruction of 
Stephen Swett’s original roof. In 
addition there are the two sheds to 
repair, and a few feet of land should 
be added along the south line. 

The total cost of this work would 
probably be between three and four 
thousand dollars. As a result of this 
expenditure we would own one of the 
most interesting and picturesque 
seventeenth century houses in New 
England. 




















Samuel Fowler House, Danversport, Mass. 


Built 1809. 
Bought by the Society in 1912. 


No changes were 


THE SAMUEL _ made in this prop- 


FOWLER HOUSE 


DANVERSPORT, erty which continues 
MASS., 1809 ; 
ACQUIRED 1912. to be kept in perfect 


condition by the 
Misses Sarah and Adelaide Fowler, 
who, it will be remembered, have the 
use of the house for their lifetime, rent 
free, and the house could be in no 
better hands. Visitors during the 
year were numerous and represented 
points as far apart as the Pacific Ocean 
and Europe. 


The only changes in 

ALeTIN nouse, this house during 
CAMBRIDGE, 1687 the past year were 
* in the dining room 

and kitchen. The 

dining room, which is the west leanto, 
had its wall paper, laths and plaster 
removed from the south and west 
walls, uncovering good but plain old 
sheathing painted Indian red. The 
ceiling was opened up but was not in 
very pleasing condition, partly owing 


to the pipes of the bath room. A 
wholly modern partition wall between 
the dining room and kitchen was also 
removed and gave convincing proof 
that the house was built in two 
portions—the older to the east and 
the newer to the west. The new 
portion was not mortised into the 
old but built separately and butted up 
against it, as was shown by the posts, 
girts and rafters of the two portions 
running side by side. 

Members will recollect that lack of 
funds halted the restoration of this 
house. On the inside there are still 
ceilings and paint to be removed, the 
kitchen to be restored, the west par- 
lor summer beam to be strengthened, 
and perhaps the modern stairs should 
be replaced by a reconstruction of the 
old. On the outside the house lacks 
the front gable on the easterly end, 
the windows should be restored, porch 
removed, and paint taken off. Two 
thousand dollars might pay for this 
work, the completion of which would 








leave a house unlike any 
other that has yet been re- 
stored, fascinating to see and 
containing a very unusual 
amount of genuine old work 
of rare excellence. 


As was the 

ma sare ~6case last 

year the 

Society is still burdened with 

$4800 of mortgage indebted- 
ness—$800 on the Swett- 

Ilsley house and $4000 on 

| the Cooper-Austin. The 
interest amounts to $220 a 
| yvear—a larger sum than the 
Society can afford to lose. 

















Courtesy Halliday Photograph Co. 


j It is greatly to be hoped that Deacon John Cooper House, Cambridge. Built about 1657. 
; some benefactors will ap- The Society's third acquisition, 1912. 


pear to pay off these mort- 


gages. members are under great obligations 


Another need of our Newbury, to Mr. J. C. J. Flamand, 10 Post 
7 Danversport and Cambridge prop- Office Square, Boston, our real estate 
E erties is that each should have a little agent, for the care with which he has 
4 more land, for the benefit would be guarded our interests. 


great indeed. This is something 
which should appeal strongly to the 


We must remember 


aeaateliiainiande a tn aii A REVIEW wer er: 
descendants of the builders of these AND A FORECAST that the Society's 


houses. 


chosen field of work, 


The improvement in the Society’s the rescue and preservation of the 
real estate has been constant and our’ best of our old houses, is still in the 
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Courtesy Mr. Henry Charles Dean. 
Swett-Ilsley House, Newbury, Mass. 
Bought by the Society 1911. 
Southern end of the building as it stands today, showing the south 
front of Stephen Swett's original house of about 1670. 
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experimental stage. 
Of our four proper- 
ties, two, the Swett- 
Ilsley and Cooper- 
Austin, were re- 
ceived out of repair, 
unrestored and not 
wholly paid for, that 
is, subject to mort- 
gage. Of the other 
two, one, the Laws 
house comes to us 
asa gift with repairs 
and restoration paid 
for, and the same 
will be the case with 
the Samuel Fowler 
house when we even- 
tually secure full con- 
trol of that. It was 
originally hoped that 
houses coming to us 


in perfect condition and without en- 
cumbrance, would carry themselves. 
Although we have as yet had no 
‘ opportunity of trying out this theory 
exactly with the Laws and Fowler 
houses, we have had enough other 
experience to form pretty accurate 
opinions. They are as follows, and 
apply to the average New England 
wooden house over one hundred years 
old, considered in the condition in 
which it is now lived in by the average 
New England family. Such a house 
though received by the Society as an 
outright gift, would entail an outlay 





stand in a condition of slight, or 
picturesque disrepair which he would 
not tolerate in this Society were he 
one of its members or one of its 
tenants. For instance, the Society 
might acquire a house in totally good 
condition, and yet have to spend 
twice its value over again in removing 
good modern work to uncover the 
old, and do too long postponed repair- 
ing. A few items would be resilling, 
reshingling, opening fireplaces, re- 
topping and generally repairing the 
chimney, replacing rotten cellar floor 
joists, replacing one or two floors, 
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Laws House, Sharon, N. H. 
Before beginning repairs. 
Seen from the northeast. 


of twice its value for repair and restor- 
ation, and should properly have put 
back into it every year not only its 
rental, but the income of a $5,000 
endowment. In other words, assum- 
ing the market value of the estate to 
be $2,500, a fair average for such 
property in New England, then $5,000 
could profitably be spent on it, and 
it should be endowed with the further 
sum of $5,000, a total of $12,500 for 
the house. This may seem far too 
much, but it is based on our own 
experience and that of others, and as 
an average is very close. The trouble 
is that the average New Englander is 
content that his own house should 





removing cast iron hardware to make 
way for the hand wrought, and re- 
moving four light sashes to put back 
twenty-four light, or perhaps remov- 
ing all the existing windows to replace 
them with older kinds in the old 
positions. All these may well need 
to be done in a house still in active 
use and considered in normal repair, 
and then we would be lucky to find 
the foundation walls solid and the 
cellar dry and sweet, a condition 
which we found in but one of our 
houses. But assuming all this at- 
tended to, there may still be perfectly 
good plaster ceilings to destroy and 
remove, fine plastered walls to remove 
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The Great Fireplace of the Swett-Ilsley house, Newbury, Mass. 








_ 
* f« 
pp PE 
. P 











Courtesy Frank Cousins Art Co. 


One of the largest fireplaces in New England. 


from laths nailed to old panelling, 
endless new paint to remove from old 
sheathing, or, harder by far, from the 
old frame, or new casing to tear off 
old framing, or a badly weakened 
summer beam to be _ strengthened 
with concealed iron work, or impos- 
sible doors to replace with old ones 
and so on indefinitely. But let us 
assume all this to be attended to, the 
house may still be unrentable to the 
class of tenants the Society must 
require, through the glaring lack of 
any heating plant and toilet room. 
In general it may be said that if the 
house is to be lived in winter and 
summer, these simply must be put in. 
Of course there is the alternative of 
leaving the house empty, obviously 
unsatisfactory, or of building a nearby 
caretaker’s cottage, as obviously ex- 
pensive. Look at itas we may, there 
is no dodging the conclusion that our 
houses, whether let to tenants as tea 





rooms, or put in the hands of care- 
takers and admission charged, or 
used as museums, will generally get 
harder usage than they would from 
owners using them as homes, and will 
need to be kept in better condition, 
not only for the Society’s credit and 
safety from accidents but also to hold 
the best class of tenants and care- 
takers at the least cost. And all this 
work of supervision will be donenot 
by an owner, giving his time, but by 
an absentee landlord, so to speak, 
whose agent’s time must be paid for 
and considered a part of the legiti- 
mate expenses of the estate. 

It may be asked how has the 
Society managed to date. The answer 
is, that by using the Life Membership 
Fund, now a trifle less than $10,000, 
it has practically had an endowment 
fund of $5,000 for each of the two 
houses that have been wholly in its 
care. Given the net rentals and the 





fund’s income combined, it has been 
very difficult to improve the proper- 
ties as they should be, and practically 
impossible to take up the unfinished 
repair and restoration work and the 
reduction of mortgages. Evidently 
the properties should have come fully 
paid for, that is, without mortgages. 
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Laws House, Sharon, N. H. 
During repairs, 1915. 
East or street front. 


Had they done so we could turn back 
into them the present interest, or $220 
a year which would have eased the 
situation greatly. As for the uncom- 
pleted repairs and restoration, they 
have simply had to wait and are still 
waiting, excepting for such work as 
we were able to accomplish with the 
splendid gift of the Nathaniel Tracy 
Chapter, D. R., to the Swett-IIsley 
house. Further work on that house, 
and all work on the Cooper-Austin, 
must await more such gifts, for the 
coming of which we must all hope, or 
must encroach on unrestricted en- 
dowment, which would be nothing 
less than a calamity. 


Assuming the value 

FUTURE POLICY of the average prop- 
erty as $2,500, as 

done above, the total expenditure on 
the average house becomes $12,500, 
by no means an inconsiderable sum. 
To justify this to the public, on whose 
assistance we must always depend, it 
must be our policy to pick out the 
very best houses of each type as the 
ones for the preservation of which we 








are to work. Various factors will 
appear to modify this rule slightly. 
The very best may be in no danger 
today, whereas the second best may 
be doomed unless instantly protected; 
or perhaps the third best may be 
offered on such exceptionally good 
terms as to make it wise to postpone 
the others for the moment. Such 
circumstances will not alter the rule; 
they will be merely the exceptions to 
prove it. Great care should be shown 
in accepting houses of lesser merit and 
it may fairly be required that they 
come free of incumbrance and with 
repairs and restoration paid for. In 
that case the Society may well be able 
to afford to set aside for their upkeep, 
sufficient of its unrestricted endow- 
ment. The problem is a nice one from 
any point of view and it will be 
interesting to see how it works out. 


wo amesase For over a year this 
BOARDMANHOUSE house has been be- 
SAUGUS, MASS., ; . 
ABOUT 1650-51 fore the Society, 
owing to our efforts 
to raise enough money with which to 
buy and restore it. The results of the 
appeals to the public and the inter- 
ested families were very meagre, and 
it was only through the help of a few 
of our own members that the pur- 
chase price of $2,000 was finally 
raised. This money is now in the 
bank and may be used whenever the 
Trustees so decide since we hold a 
very satisfactory form of option, 
secured by the help of our Emergency 
Funds. Events connected with the 
European War have postponed fur- 
ther appeals but it is quite certain 
that the only appeal that it will pay 
to make is one addressed to the mem- 
bers of the Society. Authority for 
such an appeal was given at the 
Annual Meeting of March, 1913, but 
the question which the Trustees have 
not yet decided is whether to make 
the appeal solely to our Massachusetts 
membership or to the membership as 
a whole. To the Secretary it seems 
wisest that the Society should 
from time to time act as a whole in 














the preservation of some old land- 
mark carefully selected, regardless of 
location, as one of the best of its kind 
in New England. If however, the 
Society should be unable to work as a 
whole, owing to a feeling against 
contributing to work in any state but 
one’s own, then this plan would be 
unworkable. Time alone will show 
which is the wiser procedure.* 













several years, provided its members 
would raise the mere cost of repairs 
and restoration. The historical so- 
ciety, at a special meeting called to 
consider the question, declined to 
accept this generous proposal, pre- 
ferring to abandon the house to its 
fate. 

The Brown house is easily the old- 
est in Watertown and with its jumble 
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Abijah Boardman House, Saugus, Mass. Built about 1650-1651. 


ABRAHAM BROWN It may astonish 
HOUSE, WATER- many to learn that 


TOWN, MASS. the old Brown house 
is still standing, for the older part has 
for years been left in a shocking state 
of disrepair. Just when the house 
was built, and whether by the emi- 
grant or his son, has not been deter- 
mined but it has long been known by 
the name given above. 

Certain of our members, who were 
desirous of helping preserve the house 
held a consultation with the president 
of the local historical society and the 
writer. These members offered to 
lend the local society the purchase 
price of $3000 without interest for 


*Note.—Since the date of writing this report the Trustees have carefully considered the 
question and have decided from time to time to appeal to the entire membership for the 
preservation of the finest house of its kind in New England, regardless of location. A beginning 
will be made with the Boardman house at Saugus, and the response to this appeal will be 
watched with much interest as indicating the possibilities of this method of procedure. 





Courtesy Rev. Donald Millar. 



















of later additions and their various 
roof lines makes a picturesque sight. 
It deserves preservation, and the lack 
of local support to cooperate with 
that so freely offered from outside is 
incomprehensible and probably with- 
out precedent. There is still a possi- 
bility that a special corporation may 
be formed to save the house and 
persons interested are urged to cor- 
respond with Mr. Charles M. Abbott, 
Watertown, Mass. 

The facts as to costs may be roughly 
summarized as follows $1,000 would 
serve to save the oldest portion from 
further decay and go a long way 
towards its complete repair and restor- 
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Courtesy Halliday Photograph Co., Boston. 


Abraham Brown House, Watertown, Mass. 


Viewed from the southwest. 


The original portion is in the middle, under the gable, and con- 


sists of a one room house of two stories, facing south. The date of erection is uncertain, 
but probably between 1640 and 1660. 


ation; meanwhile title could be ac- 
quired subject to the favorable terms 
stated above. The sum of $3,000 
would pay for the house and a some- 
what cramped lot, while $4,000 would 
pay for the house and a good sized lot, 
$5,000 would pay for the house, large 
lot and urgent repairs, $10,000 would 
doubtless pay for everything needed. 
This may seem a large sum, but it 
must be remembered that this would 
do far more than just simply repair 
a tumble down old house. It would 
repair and restore a house which is 
not only one of our very oldest but 
also one of our most picturesque, 
owing to the unique arrangement of 
the roofs of three or four later addi- 
tions. The house, if fitted in the style 
of its different periods, would be of 
the greatest educational value—a 
Mecca for tourists and a joy to all. 
We have in New England old 
houses by the score — picturesque 
houses and houses of great educa- 


tional and architectural value. Even 
so, the Brown house offers a com- 
bination of all these desirable ele- 
ments, surpassed, in the _ writer’s 
opinion, in no case except that of the 
Fairbanks house in Dedham. Those 
familiar with the Brown house in its 
present condition may find it hard to 
believe so sweeping a statement, but 
it is based on a knowledge of what has 
been done elsewhere with material 
fully as unpromising. It would be a 
great mistake to permit the destruc- 
tion of the Brown house. 


At the request of a 
Reading member 
this tavern was 
inspected from cellar to 


PARKER TAVERN 
READING, MASS. 


carefully 
ridgepole, with a view to ascertaining 


whether or not its purchase and 
preservation were justifiable. It was 
the Secretary's pleasant duty to report 
that this house was one of the best 
worth while of those inspected during 




















Parker Tavern, Reading, Mass. 


the year. It is particularly valuable 
to Reading since it is placed so near 
the railroad centre of the town and is 
in a fair sized lot of its own, adjoining 
a playground, which gives it valuable 
protection against fire. It will be very 
fortunate if the people of Reading se- 
cure so fine a specimen of early archi- 
tecture for permanent safe-keeping.* 


This house is said 
HOUSE, to have been built 
LAWRENCE, MASS. he . 
about 1700 by 
Henry Bodwell and has since been 
enlarged and somewhat modernized. 
It stands on a prominent corner at 
about the line of demarcation between 
single and apartment houses. Our 
Society was asked to report on the 
house with a view to seeing if its 
preservation was desirable and feas- 
ible. Your Secretary found it to be 
well worth preserving by local effort 
but not sufficiently good to enlist the 
active help of this Society. It would 
make excellent headquarters for a 
patriotic society chapter or for a local 
club. The matter was brought to the 
attention of local organizations but 
their managers felt nothing could be 
done, that there would be too little 
support, times were bad, etc. The 
case is like so many others—nothing 
can be done unless someone will 
appear to doit. Given such a person, 
everything can be done. 


THE — 





*Note.- 
Parker Tavern, 





which to keep its historical collection, 





vassaL-craicie- [n_ 1913-14 a mag- 
NGFELLOW onificent gift was 
HOUSE 
CAMBRIDGE, MASS. made the American 
759 public by the then 
living children of the poet Henry W. 
Longfellow. They transferred to a 
board of three trustees the valuable 
and excessively interesting Vassall- 
Craigie-Longfellow house, 105 Brattle 
Street, Cambridge—trich in associa- 
tions with Washington and Long- 
fellow. During the lifetime of the 


‘living descendants of the poet they 


have the right to use the property on 
paying rent, but after their death, or 
sooner if none of them want to occupy 
the house, it goes absolutely into the 
hands of some incorporated society. at 
the direction of the trustees, who 
meanwhile administer the trust, pre- 
serving the property for future gen- 
erations as an architectural, historical 
and literary shrine to be available to 
the American public forever. The 
family also gave a fund of money to 
care for the premises when the house 
is not rented or to meet unusual re- 
pairs, etc. This is a princely gift, a 
tender tribute to a loving father, a 
patriotic offering in memory of Wash- 
ington, and an aesthetic appreciation 


of the finest house of its type in 
America. 
Ie P 
MR. wALLAcE Ferhaps the most 
NUTTING’S thorough and ex- 
“COLONIAL CHAIN Piha 
OF PICTURE tensive piece of in- 
HOUSES.” 


dividual work ever 
done in America in the cause of 
preservation was the purchase by our 
fellow member, Mr. Wallace Nutting, 
of five old houses of superlative 
interest—the Iron Works house. at 
Saugus, dating back to about 1644- 
1646; the Richard Hazen house at 
Haverhill, about 1694; the Webb 
house at Wethersfield, Conn., 1752; 
the Wentworth-Gardner house at 
Portsmouth, N. H., 1760; the Cutler- 
Bartlett house at Newburyport, 1782. 


Since writing this report the town of Reading (on March 27th) voted to buy the 
which is to be leased to the Antiquarian Society for use as a place in 
subject to public inspection. 


17 














AM ote), Pe 





Courtesy Mr. George H. Leck, Photographer, Lawrence, Mass. 


Henry Bodwell-Elm Tree House, built about 1700-1708. 
33 East Haverhill St., Lawrence, Mass. 


Of these five houses the purchase of 
four was announced in our last annual 
report and the fifth has been added 


this year. Much restoration and 
repair work has been accomplished in 
all of them since that time. These 
houses are all of different types and 
the collection represents fairly ac- 
curately the development of early 
American architecture and furnishing. 


The Iron Works 
house is of thor- 
oughly mediaeval 
character. It is a 
wooden house and originally contained 
two rooms on each of two floors with 
a central chimney; a leanto and ell 
were added at later dates. The front 
overhangs about eighteen inches and 
originally had a projecting porch, 
which has now been rebuilt in its 
original size and style with the over- 


IRON WORKS 
HOUSE, SAUGUS, 
MASS. ABO 


1644-46. 


hang continued around it and with a 
gable. Two other gables have been 
replaced on the front and the windows 
have all been changed to single, double 
and triple casements of diamond 
lights. The effect is indescribably 
picturesque and unlike anything now 
standing in America. The house is 
close to Saugus centre (127 Central 
Street) and richly repays a visit. 


The Richard Hazen 
house in Haverhill is 
built of brick and 
resembles the pre- 
ceding only in having two rooms on 
each of two floors. Like all the old 
houses it had suffered through the 
enlargement of the window openings 
but the bricks showed clearly where 
the enlargements had been made and 
it was accordingly easy to restore these 
windows to their original dimensions. 


RICHARD HAZEN 


USE, 
HAVERHILL. 
ABOUT 1694 


























Courtesy Mr. Wallace Nutting. 


Iron-Works House, Saugus, Mass. 


Built about 1644-46. 


This was done by making them single 
and double casements of leaded di- 
mond lights. Instead of a central 
chimney the house has two end 
chimneys with arched panels at the 
top and the whole building is so 
interesting as to warrant a_ long 
journey to see it and is also unlike 
anything else in New England. 


The Webb house at 


WEBB HOUSE, 
WETHERSFIELD, 


ETHERSFIE! Wethersfield is one 
' P of the most historic 
in America. Washington, in_ his 


diary, mentions a five days’ stop there 
and a conference between himself and 
his staff and the French commander 
and staff, at which the plans for the 
siege of Yorktown were prepared. 
The wall paper then on Washington’s 
bed room is still in place. 





Restored 1915. 


The house is a gambrel roof struc- 
ture with two chimneys between the 
rooms in the main house and a third in 
the ell. The ell is also gambrel 
roofed and has a brick rear wall. The 
front door has a diagonally crossed 
panel characteristic of the Connecti- 
cut valley. A shell-top cupboard and 
some good panelling add to the 
attractiveness of the house. 

Mention should be made of the fact 
that before Mr. Nutting purchased, 
and while the building’s future was in 
doubt, five men of Wethersfield took 
an unusual and very public spirited 
course to protect it. They bought it 
in common, determined to hold it 
until a suitable disposition could be 
made of it. Their course is worthy of 
the highest praise and reflects great 
credit on their initiative and civic 
pride. 





warrwortn. ine Wentworth- 
GARDNER, HOUSE, Gardner house ac 
i170... »~Portsmouth, N. H., 

is yet another type 

—that of the two-chimney wooden 
house with hipped roof, two stories 
and a garret, four rooms to a story 
and a small ell in the rear. This was 
a house of extreme beauty and elegant 
detail before its purchase and is now 
even better, for the balusters of the 
original staircase, which were removed 
many years ago, have been put back. 
Some of the mantels and chimney 
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Copyright 1916 hy Wallace Nutting. 
Front Hall and stairs. 
Wentworth-Gardner House, Portsmouth, N. H. 


breasts are extremely elaborate, the 
upper hall is richly decorated, and the 
house as a whole is emphatically 
worth preserving. 


CUTLER-BARTLETT Lhe Cutler-Bartlett 
HOUSE, NEWBURY- house in Newbury- 
PO 1 ? 

port is a brick house 
with four end chimneys, central 
stairs, two side stairs, and four rooms 
to each of three floors. The line of 
the second story is, as we should 
expect, emphasized by the use of 
projecting string courses of brick, and 











Copyright 1916 by Wallace Nutting. 


Stairs in the Cutler-Bartlett House. 
Newburyport, Mass. 


the exterior of this house must be 
conceded to be one of the very finest 
examples of brick work in New Eng- 
land. The central hall extends from 
front to back and the stairs lead to a 
central landing from which steps go 
forward and backward, in the manner 
peculiar to Newburyport. 

The crowning feature of all this 
work is the fact that each of the five 
houses has been, or is to be, beauti- 
fully furnished in the style of its 
period and thrown open to public 
inspection on the payment of a 
moderate admission charge of twenty- 
five cents. This undertaking, which 
started partly as a commercial enter- 
prise, has ended in a labor of love and 
Mr. Nutting has made the public 
inestimably his debtor by his invalu- 
able services to the cause of preserva- 
tion work. 


THOMAS SEComB Lhe summ ary of 

HOUSE, MEDFORD, each year mentions 
MASS. 1756 oibaue 

not only some of the 

buildings preserved but also some of 

those which were lost. 


Among the 


most important of these was the 
Thomas Secomb house at Medford. 
This was a large two-story brick 
structure with a central hall and four 
rooms to a story; the four end chim- 
neys were of enormous proportions so 
far as concerned height, and the build- 
ing properly repaired and restored 
would have made a landmark well 
worth visiting. It was owned by the 
City of Medford and used as a City 
Hall Annex. An intelligent apprecia- 
tion of the city’s opportunity would 
have prompted a policy of restoration 
and preservation that would have 
resulted in part of the city offices being 
housed ina building such as no expen- 
diture of time or money could give 
a newer community. Unfortunately 
the city authorities failed to seize 
their -opportunity and had the old 
building destroyed to make way for 
a new one. Although there are still 
standing several houses of this type, 
so far as known not one of them has 
such massive and unusual chimneys 
in proportion to its size. 





Courtesy Mr. Wallace Nutting. 


Shell-top Cupboard in the Webb House. 
Wethersfield, Conn., 1752. 
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Thomas Secomb House, Medford, Mass. 


Built 1756. 


Fire continues to 
take its toll of our 
old wooden houses 
and not the least interesting of those 
recently lost was the house built 
about 1650 by Major Samuel Apple- 
ton in Ipswich. It was removed from 
its original site in 1889 and on its new 
location greatly enlarged. Its most 
interesting feature was the projecting 
knee at the top of the corner posts, 
the most pronounced thing of its 
kind ever brought to our attention. 
A small portion of the old house sur- 
vived the flames and may possibly be 
put to some use again. 


SAMUEL APPLETON 
HOUSE,{IPSWICH. 


mMarsH House, |!he Marsh house, 
WETHERSFIELD, built before 1774 in 
1774. Wethersfield, Conn., 


and in which Dr. 
John Marsh, pastor of the First 
Church, lived during the revolution- 
ary period, has been destroyed. The 
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Courtesy Halliday Photograph Co., Boston. 
(Later City Hall Annex). 


Destroyed 1915. 
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house and land were bought by the 
town in order to enlarge the cemetery. 
One cannot but wish the house had 
been preserved and restored and so 
have become more and more valued 
as the passing years left it older and 
older. Instead it was destroyed and 
another interesting link with the past 
disappeared. 


During the year 
there were, as usual, 
a great many houses 
visited for one reason or another. 
Among them were the Babson or 
‘Witch’ house and the “Old Castle”’ 
at Rockport; the superlatively in- 
teresting Manning Manse at Billerica; 
the Phineas Upham at Melrose; Mr. 
Robert Chase’s house at West New- 


OTHER HOUSES 
VISITED 


bury; the Wellington-Wild and the 
Peter Tufts houses at Medford; 
‘‘Elmwood,”’ the Judge Lee and the 


Ruggles houses in Cambridge; the 


— ——< 


ene 
SANG at NA NT th dd ROM SE oS 





6 aR Pe Rive FEET 


Sy rake Bt ie dane 


—— 


we a wet ate 




















IPSWICH 


Thomds Gola A 





APPLETON HOMESTEAD. 
1650 

MASS. 

BY 





~ >. r ec n 


“~~ . as 
= Boe et ek Nee | 








Built about 1650 by Major Samuel Appleton. 


From a water color owned by the editor. 


Moved from its original site and enlarged 1889. 


Almost wholly destroyed by fire December 13, 1915. 


old saw mill at Groveland—a sur- 
vival from another era; the Pillsbury 
house at Georgetown; the Noyes and 
Spencer-Pierce houses at Newbury; 
the White and Edwards houses at 
Haverhill; the Foster-Haven at 
Framingham; the Judith Sargent at 
Gloucester; the Bos’n Allen at New- 
castle and the Meserve-Webster at 
Portsmouth, N. H.; the Hazard- 
Wanton, the  Brenton-Coe and 
Whitehall houses, the Redwood Li- 
brary and Brick Market all at New- 
port, R. I.; the Bradford-Huntington 
at Norwich Town and the Lee at 
Last Lyme, Conn. 


The Secretary has 

PUBLIC "eis 
SPEAKING. been obliged to 
limit his public 
speaking to occasions when the pre- 





servation of some particular house is 
under discussion. He had the privil- 
ege of speaking in Reading on the 
subject of the preservation of the 
Parker Tavern, and before the Old 
Planters Society on the Balch house, 
Beverly. The last occasion on which 
the Secretary spoke was to the Water- 
town Historical Society with reference 
to saving the Abraham Brown house, 
of which mention has already been 
made in this report. 


The Society’s ad- 
vice is being more 
and more sought by 
those desirous of profiting by its 
experience in antiquarian matters. 
One instance will serve as an illustra- 
tion. The Jacob Goodell house, built 
in 1669, was bought by a gentleman 


JACOB GOODELL 
HOUSE, WEST 
PEABODY. 1669. 











Courtesy Mr. Malcolm Robb, Photographer, Salem 


Jacob Goodell House, West Peabody, Mass. Built about 1669. 


keenly appreciative of its possibilities 
but uncertain just how to realize 
them. The Secretary visited the 
house and found it an _ unusually 
charming specimen, the most interest- 
ing feature being the panelled fire- 
place end of the west chamber—an 
elaborate and beautiful piece of work 
painted a brilliant sky blue. The only 
damage done to the house before the 
Secretary's visit was the relaying of 
the leanto floor with narrow strips of 
hard wood in place of the old wide 
boards. The owner was in doubt 
whether or not to make a faithful 
restoration and was advised where to 
go to see how others had met similar 
problems. 

THE TWO BULFINCH ~tTangely enoug h 
STATE HOUSES the Connecticut and 


ON AND 
ART FORD the Massachusetts 


state houses, both 
designed by Charles Bulfinch, re- 
quired the Society’s good offices dur- 
ing the past year. In Hartford the 


building which, after the erection of 
the new State House, had for many 





years been used by the city, was left 
vacant through the building of a new 
City Hall and it became a question 
what to do with the old building. 
There was a strong movement to 
destroy it for the purpose of erecting a 
business building on the site or to 
secure space for enlarging the post 
office. Oppostion was immediately 
manifested by numerous societies, 
including our own, and by many 
individuals. It was merely a repeti- 
tion of the old question of the aes- 
thetic and sentimental versus the 
commercial, and as usual many so 
called “‘practical”’ persons were unable 
to gauge the financial possibilities of 
attractive antiquities. Philadelphia, 
Boston, Salem, and Concord, among 
other places, have long since learned 
why the annual swarms of tourists 
visit them and accordingly their 
attractions are cared for with appreci- 
ative intelligence. The Bulfinch State 
House in Hartford is just such an 
attraction and that city will be well 
advised to retainit. It is the quantity 
of such attractions that brings tour- 





Di iek ep tetel we See Vues o) We : 
SF) so e 








wi, DW TEER pti is 








a 
f 
4 
F 
: 








Former Connecticut State House, Hartford. 








Designed by Charles Bulfinch. Erected 1794-1796. 


ists in numbers, hence every attrac- 
tion counts. In Hartford the matter 
is still undecided but apparently the 
sponsors of preservation have a good 
fighting chance to win. 

In Boston the question involved is 
a different one. Here the State House 
has been greatly enlarged by the 
addition of east and west marble 
wings, the Bulfinch building in_ be- 
tween having been but little touched 
in the process. Unfortunately the 
level of Beacon Hill has been so much 
cut down for these wings that two full 
stories appear above the ground below 
the level of Bulfinch’s first floor. 
With such a change in grades the 
question of treatment for the grounds 
in front of the building is difficult and 
important. Bulfinch planned for a 
grassy slope practically to his first 
oor level, tiny basement windows 
only showing in between. The plan 
was long ago seriously tampered with 
by lowering the grade and enlarging 
these basement windows to full size. 
It is feared that any further lowering 
to harmonize the grounds on the basis 
of the grades in front of the wings 





will destroy the appearance of the 
Bulfinch design, leaving it propped up 
on a huge flight of steps and an inordi- 
nately high foundation instead of the 
hill for which Bulfinch planned. The 
question presented is a complicated 
one and in order to keep in touch with 
its progress our Trustees have ap- 
pointed Mr. Henry Charles Dean, 
Mr. Joseph Everett Chandler and 
Mr. Herbert Browne a committee to 
gather and transmit to the Board all 
information on the subject, together 
with their opinions on the same. 


CHANCES To Buy Lhe. Society is con- 
DESIRABLE OLD tinually being asked 
HOUSES. 

to buy old houses 
which may happen to be for sale. 
These are sometimes quite impossible, 
uninteresting, too new, or already 
robbed of every feature that would 
appeal to us. Others we would be 
only too glad to own but are in no 
position to buy. Of the many offered 
the three following will suffice as 
examples, and the Secretary wishes 
to state that he is unable to say how 
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White-Silsbee-Mott House, About 1818. 


Courtesy Frank Cousins Art Co. 





Washington Square, Salem, Mass. 


the asking prices compare with the 
real market values. 


The western half of 
this splendid man- 
sion fronting Wash- 
ington Square, Salem, said to have been 
built in 1818, is now in part for sale, 
and it is much to be hoped it may pass 
into good hands and be kept intact.* 

This is one of the row of large brick 
mansions giving Washington Square 
its old-time aristocratic appearance. 
It is of the same general type as the 
handsome Chestnut Street residences 
of about the same period. That the 
destruction of any of these old man- 
sion houses would be a public loss 
may be judged from the following 
incident. The writer not long since 
showed Salem to a _ distinguished 


WHITE-SILSBEE- 
MOTT HOUSE, 
SALEM. 


foreigner who was traveling for the 
purpose of strengthening his depart- 
ment in a well known foreign museum. 
This gentleman after seeing the archi- 
tectural beauties of Salem, and especi- 
ally the finer portions of Washington 
Square and Chestnut Street, remarked 
that in his country such buildings 
would all be listed and protected by 
law, and their owners allowed to make 
no alterations except by consent of 
the government. 


THE wILDMan- | he Wildman house 
HOUSE, GUILFORD, is advantageously 
CONN. A ‘ 
situated on one of 

the main thorough- 

fares in Guilford. In spite of this fact 
it has come down to us practically 
unchanged since its erection, save for 
the addition of an interesting leanto. 


*We are glad to say that since the above was written the Real Estate Committee of the 
Tabernacle Church has withdrawn this estate from the market, having arranged to have it 
occupied by the new pastor. 
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With about an acre of land it was 
offered the Society for $2,600.* Ex- 
ternally it is a fine example of the 
hewn overhang with girts beautifully 
chamfered and stopped like a summer 











Wildman House, Guilford, Conn. 
Rear view showing added leanto. 
The original chimney top was larger and of stone. 


beam. The Secretary has never else- 
where seen anything of the kind quite 
as good. On the inside the house is 
astonishingly perfect, with the original 
stone chimney, fine old staircase, and 
much old trim, some of it elaborate 


and some incredibly simple. The 
windows have, of course, been 
changed, but an original window 


casing is still in place under the leanto 
in the original rear wall of the house, 
much as in the Lee house at East 
Lyme. 

In the writer’s opinion this is a 
house preeminently worth preserving, 
being almost perfect throughout, and 
its destruction would be a decided loss 
to Connecticut and New England. 
It is rumored that a garage is to be 
built nearby and there is reason to 
fear that this property may be needed 
for that or some other business. 


BOS'N ALLEN = ns a ge of 
is simple cottage 
NEWCASTLE, N. H. I Be; 


called after Bos’n 
Allen of Paul Jones fame, is unknown. 
John Albee in ‘‘Newcastle, Historic 
and Picturesque”’ states that it was 
standing in 1734. The Society was 





asked to buy it with 10,000 feet of 
land. The house is of the story-and- 
a-half, gambrel roof, central chimney 
type, somewhat added to at a later 
date. The partition walls and doors 
are almost all of good panel sheathing, 
and the finish of the simplest. As an 
example of a crudely simple but alto- 
gether charming and picturesque sea- 
side cottage of the early eighteenth 
century, it is excellent, and its later 
association with Paul Jones’ boat- 
swain gives it an added interest. 
This again is the kind of thing the 
Society would gladly own. The 
interior is in pretty fair condition, 
but the exterior is in need of extensive 
repairs. 


The Society sent to 


CALIFORNIA : 2 ; 
EXPOSITION. San Francisco as its 
exhibit five frames 
of photographs of its houses—interiors 





and exteriors—and a framed set of the 
front pages of its first eleven Bulle- 
tins. These were exhibited in the 
Massachusetts Building. It was felt 


at the time that if we could have 
afforded a permanent exhibit in charge 
educational 


of a custodian in the 





Wildman House, Guilford, Conn. 
The overhang shows the width of the original 
house before the addition of the leanto. 


group it would have been a paying 
investment. This was, however, out 
of the question and we had to content 
ourselves with this smaller substitute. 


*Since the Wildman House item was written it has been decided that the house must go, 
and strong efforts are being made to have it removed to a site near the Whitefield house, for 


which purpose it is offered for $200. 
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There was no way of ascertaining 
what were the results to the Society 
but it is generally wise to keep the 
name of the Society before the public. 


Only two numbers 


BULLETIN. of the Bulletin ap- 
peared during the 
past year. Members will recollect 


that the Corresponding Secretary is 
at the same time Editor of the 





Wildman House, Guilford, Conn. 
Corner detail of hewn overhang. 


Bulletin, an arrangement which some- 
what hampers his work in each field. 
There is an incredible amount of 
detail involved in publishing any 
number of the Bulletin be it ever so 
small, and large numbers like that 
containing the Annual Reports re- 
quire an enormous amount of detail 
work. 

It seems a pity that there should 
be no more than two or three numbers 
a year, as it is only through them 
that our distant members come into 
touch with the Society’s work. An 
interesting experiment would be to 
try to make the Bulletin at least a bi- 
monthly magazine or even monthly, 
putting it meanwhile in charge of a 
paid editor and aiming in large part 
to meet its expenses by the sale of 
advertising space. In the Editor's 
opinion such a move would be for the 
Society one of the most advantageous 
possible. It should result in a great 


increase in the membership which 
would far more than counterbalance 


the additional cost involved. It is 
certain that nothing of the kind can 
be done unless someone appears to 
underwrite the initial expense of such 
a program for at the beginning the 
outgo would far exceed the income. 
In three or four years such a policy 
should bring about permanent re- 
sults, relieving the Society of any 
further need of underwriting. 


Several years ago 
the Society began to 
collect samples of 
reproductions of old wall papers with 
the idea of selecting the best varieties 
for use in the Fowler and Cooper- 
Austin houses. To this small collec- 
tion were slowly added a few originals 
and numerous photographs of old 
papers. It seemed possible to make 
an interesting exhibit of these and 
accordingly last month the _ best 
samples of our collection were hung 
on our walls. The interest and 
favorable comment were a gratifying 
surprise and promptly led to the 
quadrupling of the size of our col- 
lection by gifts from wall paper houses 
and individuals. When a standard 
mount has been devised it is hoped 
to show these in loose leaf volumes, 
which will permit of hanging in future 
exhibitions. The collection as a whole 
should be of great assistance to mem- 


WALL PAPER 
EXHIBITION. 
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Wildman House, Guilford, Conn. 
Detail of hewn overhang. 


bers and to the public, and is already 
beginning to show its usefulness. 
Members are strongly urged to 
secure samples of wall papers from 
houses about to be destroyed or in 
process of demolition. All the layers 
in a given room should be removed 
in one piece, say five feet square, as 
this would give the repeat of practi- 
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The papers should 
then be carefully soaked apart if the 
member wishes to retain them, or 
sent to the Society as taken from the 
wall if the member is willing to give 
them away. 


The absence from 
Boston of the 
Director of the 
Museum led this winter to the post- 
ponement of further loan exhibitions 
of museum objects. Instead of these 
there were held three exhibitions of 
the Society’s own property—the Hal- 


THE YEAR’S 
EXHIBITIONS. 





would be welcome admits of no doubt 
and the expense would be small. 
Nothing has yet been done for two 
reasons; first, the chance of injury to 
the exhibits and second the work 
involved. Our photographs and wall 
papers are hung by clips, which re- 
quire careful handling to prevent 
injury to the mounts. The shipping 
would have to be in boxes made to 
order and the packing and unpacking 
would offer plentiful opportunities for 
damage, for a badly driven nail might 
ruin a dozen mounts. Also the work 
of selecting the exhibits and seeing 








Built about 1694. 


lett photographs, the Mason photo- 
graphs and the wall papers, all of 
which proved very successful. They 
suggest the possibility of traveling 
exhibits to be sent on a New England 
circuit for the benefit of our scattered 
membership. That such exhibitions 








Oe iy ie : eas. 
Courtesy Mr. Wallace Nutting. 
Richard Hazen House, Haverhill, Mass. 


Restored 1915. 


that they reached the places decided 
on for showing them on schedule 
time would require much time and 
thought. Doubtless such traveling 
exhibits must be postponed until the 
Society has permanent paid employees 
to do its work. 














The purchase of the 
Hallett and Mason 
collections is men- 
tioned by the Librarian in his report 
and is referred to here merely because 
it fell to the Secretary to raise the 
purchase money. These collections 
are small in themselves but of a 
special character, which makes them 
valuable for our purposes. The 
Secretary is now trying to raise money 
for the purchase of the large and 
justly famous Halliday collection, 
and after that it is hoped to arrange 
for the purchase of the still larger 
collection formed along somewhat 
different lines by Mr. Baldwin Cool- 
idge. 

The value of our photograph col- 
lection is constantly increasing and it 
is more and more consulted every 
year. At first thought it might seem 
as though a collection of some seven- 
teen thousand views relating to New 
England might begin to approximate 
completeness, but the gaps in it are 
still appalling and to several recent 
requests for help we could only reply 
that the material was not yet on hand. 
One man wanted to write an article 
on Connecticut Valley houses, of 
which we have but few views; an- 
other wanted views of a specific lot of 
houses along the old highway between 
Boston and New York and of these 
we have even fewer. 

If all of our members would do as 
well as a dozen or so are constantly 
doing, we would soon have an amaz- 
ingly good collection. Unfortunately 
most of the collecting is done by but 
a few members, with the result that 
a large part of what we have relates 
only to places with which these few 
are connected. 

It should be our aim to make our 
photograph collection superior to any 
other in our special field. That it can 
be made and retained so by merely 
accepting gifts is quite out of the 
question. What is required is an 
endowment that will allow us to buy 
entire collections asopportunity offers. 
There are any number of such col- 


PHOTOGRAPH 
COLLECTION. 





lections all over our territory, in fact, 
every town of any size has its local 
photographer who in the course of 
his work accumulates a collection of 
views of his neighborhood. It should 
be our object to add not only the en- 
tire collection but if possible the 
negatives as well in order that we 
may be in a position to supply re- 
prints to those desiring them. Such 
work as this is, of course, impossible 
without a permanent staff to under- 
take it and no income from member- 
ship can supply this. We need an 
endowment to carry on the work of 
this department, and until it is re- 
ceived the Society will be unable to do 
its full duty to its members and the 
public. 


- One of the pleasant- 
DRAWINGS OF OLD est of the Secretary’s 
HOUS “gas 
duties is that of 
helping intelligent research. Among 
our members we are so fortunate as to 
number several who have from time 
to time made measured drawings of 
meritorious old work, often at our 
suggestion, and deposited them in our 
library. These drawings are of the 
greatest value and especially so to 
those having repairs or restorations 
in hand. A most elaborate book on 
this subject appearing during the 
year was “Measured Drawings of 
Some Colonial and Georgian Houses,”’ 
by Donald Millar (Architectural Book 
Publishing Company, New York) a 
copy of which we now own. The 
following houses are shown therein 
and most of them were suggested by 
the Society: 


Abijah Boardman house, Sau- 
gus, about 1650. 

John Ward house, Salem, about 
1684. 

Parson Joseph Capen house, 
Topsfield, about 1683. 

John Adams birthplace, Quincy, 
about 1681-1716. 

John Turner house, or House of 

Seven Gables, Salem, begun 
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Holmes-Sayward House, Alfred, Maine. 
From a painting in the possession of Mr. Edward L. Sayward of Portland, showing the house 
in perfect condition as it appeared in 1858. 


1669; enlarged 1697; whole 
stvle altered 1720. 

Hancock-Clarke house, Lexing- 
ton, begun 1698; _ enlarged 
1734. 

Holabird house, Falls Village, 
Conn., about 1735. 

Frederick Van Cortlandt house, 
New York City, 1748. 

Graeme Park house, Horsham, 
Pa., 1721-22. 

Also various details of stairs and 
early casements. 


The Abijah Boardman house, which 
we hope to acquire, shows up as a 
superb example of its peculiar type. 
It seems a pity, however, that no 
mention was made of the fact that 
practically all its finish is genuine old 
work whereas that in at least two 
other houses shown in the book is 
almost all new. 

A second volume containing similar 


drawings of later houses is promised 
by the same author. 


RECORD OF THE A valuable gift was 


JOHN HOLMES OR received last sum- 
HOLMES-SAYWARD 
HOUSE, ALFRED, Mer from Mr. Ed- 


sees. ward L. Sayward of 
Portland, who prepared an elaborate 
account of the old house built in 1802 
by John Holmes at Alfred, Maine. 
The account covers thirteen type- 
written pages, illustrated with eight 
photographs and seven pen and ink 
sketches, and is a particularly note- 
worthy gift as it shows how every 
member can help the Society if he or 
she will only take the trouble. We 
have previously received carefully 
prepared accounts of some houses and 
beautiful books of photographs of 
others, but never have we received 
such a combination of the two as this 
account of the Holmes-Sayward 
house. It is noteworthy that this 
gift came from a non-member, and 








much to be hoped that our members 
will be spurred on to follow his ex- 
ample, as we would gladly receive 
hundreds of such accounts for addition 
to our library. 


We are rapidly ac- 
quiring a museum 
collection of real 
value, and this could be greatly in- 
creased with little effort if we only had 
room in which to exhibit our new 
acquisitions. As matters stand we 
are unable to show even such material 
as we already have, for our entire 
collection would fill our present quar- 
ters several times over. The unex- 
hibited portion is now packed away 
in barrels and cases, wholly inacces- 
sible to our members and the public. 


THE 
MUSEUM. 


Krom every point of 
view the Society is 
in need of new quar- 
ters. The work of each department 
is badly crippled for lack of accommo- 
dation and things cannot much longer 
continue as they are. The mere work 
of administration requires an office 
for the Secretary and another for his 
assistant. At present the office work 
is much hampered by the continual 
interference arising from the fact that 
the office, the museum, the library 
and temporary exhibitions are all in 
one room. To do justice to its 
activities each should have quarters 
of its own in the care of a competent 
custodian. The present museum 
could immediately fill two rooms and 
could easily use a third for temporary 
loan exhibitions. The library needs 
a room of its own in which the photo- 
graphic material and books could be 
consulted without disturbance, and 
another room should be available in 
which to display a continual succes- 
sion of changing photographic ex- 
hibitions. 

Such a building as we need could 
probably be bought for about $30,000, 
but in addition to that an endowment 
of at least $70,000 would be needed 
to pay for maintenance, insurance, 


NEW 
QUARTERS. 


heating, janitor, custodians, etc., or 
a total of not less than $100,000. An 
appeal for help along these lines has 
been purposely delayed until such 
time as we may be able to prove to 
the public that we have a useful work 
to do and are able to accomplish it. 
It seems not unreasonable to think 
that such a time has arrived and that 
plans should be forming for such a 
modest appeal. 


A PILGRIM Another plan has 
TERCENTENARY also been suggested 
ENDOWMENT 


—that we _— should 
take advantage of the approaching 
Pilgrim Tercentenary to appeal for a 
large general endowment sufficient to 
insure the proper development of 
every branch of the Society’s work. 
The idea is an excellent one and we 
should be able to secure the coopera- 
tion not only of our members but of 
New Englanders all over the country. 
The formation of such a_ princely 
endowment fund, applicable to our 
work in every part of our territory, 
would be one of the most appropriate 
means by which such an anniversary 
could possibly be commemorated. 
The fund would be a monument to 
our forefathers, Pilgrims and Puritans, 
and devoted to the preservation of 
their finest remaining memorials and 
those of their descendants. It would 
be a thoroughly New England monu- 
ment toa New England event, worthy 
of the occasion and annually scatter- 
ing its good results broadcast over the 
home-land of the Pilgrim fathers and 
their offspring. 

There seems to be no other society 
which could more appropriately ask 
for a large Tercentenary endowment 
than our own, and a Pilgrim Tercen- 
tenary Fund seems a worthy object 
upon which to center our work in the 
near future. 

I have the honor to be, 


Yours very truly, 


WM. SUMNER APPLETON, 


Corresponding Secretary. 
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REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE MUSEUM 





Owing to the Director’s continued absence in California, his report takes 
the form of a simple statement of gifts received during the past year. 


ADDITIONS TO THE MUSEUM COLLECTION 


MARCH 1, 1915 TO MARCH 1, 1916 


ANONYMOUS 
Home made artificial flowers, early nine- 
teenth century; cow hide trunk. 


MR. WM. SUMNER APPLETON 
Ten lottery tickets; medal; three samples 
wall paper; two miscellaneous. 


MRS. LOUISE C. BAXTER 
Two china cups; two sugar bowls; pitcher; 
plate, platter; bowl; small framed silhou- 
ette; three framed engravings; unframed 
picture; box of old Lucifer matches; flint 
and tinder box; fluid lamp. 


MR. FRANCIS H. BIGELOW 


Six pieces of paper money; one ticket. 


MRS, JOHN B. CLAPP 
Pair of sugar cutters. 


ESTATE OF MISS HELEN COLLAMORE 
Pin cushion; work bag; pair hair orna- 
ments; folding parasol; silk dress; silk 
skirt; silk coat; two silk hoods; silk 
bonnet; yarn reel; strip black silk: mostly 
from the first half of the ninteenth century. 


MISS MARGARET CURTIS 
Golf ball, old style. 


MISS MARIA L. DALTON 


Weaving loom. 


MR. LEWIS G. FLAGG 


Framed picture. 


MRS. DAVID FLOYD 
lhree medals; three pieces silver money; 
ten pieces of paper money. 


MR. HARRY A. GRAY 


Two lottery tickets. 


MRS. EDWIN F. GREENE 
Old wall paper. 


MRS. E. S. HAWES 
Model of sloop of war ‘‘Cyane.’ 


’ 





MR. J. W. HAYLEY 
Hay fork. 


MISS E. E. P. HOLLAND 
brass bureau handle: three sets brass door 
knobs; four hinges. 


HOME FOR AGED COLORED WOMEN 
(he following wearing apparel of about 
1865; five dresses; two shawls; tive 
bonnets; silk cape. 


MRS. H. E. JOHNSON 


Two samples wall paper. 


MR. NEWTON MACKINTOSH 


Tin kitchen; rug; three pieces chintz. 
MR. WALLACE NUTTING 

Strip of original window-casing from Iron 

Works house, Saugus. 


MRS. CHAS. W. PARKER 


China cup and saucer. 


MRS. F. L. W. RICHARDSON 


Two chintz bed spreads and valances. 


MRS. SARAH F. SARGENT 


One piece paper money. 


MISS E. R. SIMMONS 
Pair hand knit stockings. 

MISS ELLEN STONE 
Unframed engraving. 


MR. W. W. TAYLOR 


Bowl; sugar bowl; cannon ball. 

MR. W. K. WATKINS 
Wax impression from original seal of 
Province of New Hampshire. 

The MISSES HARRIET R. and EMMA S$, 
WHITE 


Miniature. 


MR. WILLIAM A. WING 
An old spoon. 








To the President of the Society, 

Sir —I have the honor herewith to 
submit my annual report for the year 
covering the period from March 1, 
1915 to March 1, 1916. During this 
time the books in the library, which 
previously were stored in a_ closet 
adjoining the exhibition room of the 
Society, have been arranged on shelves 
in the main room, classified and 
catalogued on a card index in such 
manner that they may be readily 
consulted, and the system of classi- 
fication continued with the increase 
of the library. A number of the 
serial pamphlets and brochures sent 
by societies with objects analogous to 
ours, have been bound = and 
classified. 

We are still hoping for quarters 
large enough to enable one room to be 
devoted entirely to the library. 

Among the more important dona- 
tions to this department during the 
year have been “‘Measured Drawings 
of Some Colonial and Georgian 
Houses,” by Donald Millar, the 
Halletc collection of 130 photographs 
of New England houses, and the 
Mason collection of 201 photographs 
of Providence doorways, and these 
photograph collections were exhibited 
for some weeks and attracted many 
visitors. 

The Hallett Collection was re- 
ceived as a gift from the following 
persons: Anonymous, Mr. Wm. Sum- 
ner Appleton, Mr. Boylston A. Beal, 
Mrs. Charles K. Bolton, Dr. Walter 
(,. Chase, Miss Margaret Curtis, Mr. 
William C. Endicott, Mr. Grenville 
H. Norcross, Mr. Samuel D. Stevens, 


also 


REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN 


Miss Mabel Sturgis, Mr. Walter K. 
Watkins, Mrs. Barrett Wendell, Mr. 
j. F. Whitney. 

The Mason Collection was received 
as a gift from Col. R. H. Ives God- 
dard, Mr. Stephen O. Metcalf. 

The Library has also received gifts 
amounting to eight dollars to be used 
in the future purchase of some desired 
collection ot photographs, from Mrs. 
Greely S. Curtis, Miss Harriet E 
l'reeman, Mr. John Robinson. 

Mention should also be made of the 
fact that Rev. Donald Millar pre- 
sented to the Library sets of blue- 
prints of measured drawings of the 
following houses: Bennett-Boardman, 
Saugus; Thomas Bailey Aldrich Mem- 
orial, Portsmouth: Wadsworth-Long- 
fellow, Portland. 

The total additions during the year 
were: photographs, 1245; post cards, 
1437; views, 658; books, 36; pamph- 
lets, 367; miscellaneous, including 
clippings, 405. These in addition to 
the articles already under the charge 
of the Librarian, constitute a grand 
total of photographs, 4993; post 
cards, 9961: views, 2940; books, 189; 
pamphlets, 1532; miscellaneous arti- 
cles, 2127. 

I wish again to ask the members of 
the Society to forward to us any 
articles ef interest along the above 
lines. They will here be classified and 
catalogued for ready reference. 

A detailed list of donors is 
pended. 


ap- 


WALTER G. CHASE, 


March 1, 1916. Librarian. 
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Sargent, Frank G., Salem ... 

Sargent, Mrs. Sarah F., Malden. 

Sawyer, Mrs. Frank D., Arlington Sapa’ 

Sayward, E. L., ’ortland, Me. 

Schwartz, Lowell S., Cambridge.. .. 

Seabury, Joseph S., Boston 

Sears, Miss Clara E., Boston 

Seymour, George D., New Haven ... sakat ett’ 

Shaw, Miss Josephine M., Boston ............. 

Small, Miss S. E., So. Orange, N. J. | 

Smithsonian Institution, W ashington . ry 

Society for the Protection of Ancient Buil lings, 
London, Eng. | 

Society of Mayflower De scend: nts, H: artford 

Society of Mayflower Descendants, Providence 

Southwick, Walter H., Lynn 

Spaulding, Walter L., Indian Ore hard 

Sprague, Frank W.., Brookline 

State Street Turst Co., Boston 

Stebbins, W. A., C hicopee err rrr. 

Stetson, Miss Winona, W inthrop : 

Stokes, Rev. Anson P., New Haven 

Stone, Miss Ellen A., Lexington.......... 

Stone, Fk. W., Somerville 

Sullivan, Lynde, Boston 

Swett, Harry B., Cambridge 

Swithin Bros., ‘ Juinc Vv 

Taylor, Ezra W. B., H: wverhill . 

Taylor, William W. ‘Haverhill . 

Taylor, Mrs. William W. Haverhill . 

Temple, Miss Mabel, No. Adams 

Thompson, Mrs. F lorence B., Ne -wburyport 

Thorp, Miss Alice, Cambridge SER ENTS Aree 

Tilton, Mrs. Katharine R., Boston .......... 

Titus, Mrs. L. B., Squantum 

Toledo Museum of Art ...... 

Tracy, Dwight, Norwich, Conn. 


Undernill, Miss Adelaide, | ‘oughkeepsic tie 


Updike, Daniel B., Boston - 
Ward, Mrs. Francis J., Roxbury .. 
Warner, Herbert O., Hartford 
Watkins, Walter K., Malden . 
Watson, Miss A. M.. East Windsor Hill, ‘Conn. 
Weeks, Miss Laura F., Boston 
Wendell, Mrs. Barrett, Boston 
Weston, Louis F., Cambridge 

White Pine Bureau, St. Paul 
Winchester, Mrs. M.S., Lawrence .. 
Wing, William A., New Betiford 
Woodbury, John, L ynn.. TT 
Woolson, Mrs. A. G. Windham, Me. 
Worcester Art Museum, Worcester . 
Wright, Mrs. James H., Cambridge 


Total gifts from March 1, 1915 to March 1, 1916 
Acknowledged in previous years. 


Grand total in library 
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$273.30 
6,648.11 
3,957.90 
1,710.50 
4 


i o« 
182.33 


Boardman House 
Cooper-Austin House 
Corner Lot—Linnaean St. 
Fowler House 

[Isley House 


Laws House 31.90 
Cash in Old Colony Tr. Co. 5,527.82 
$22,331.86 


‘ 
’ 


HELEN F. KIMBALL 


Investments $1,520.52 


Investments &510.14 


Investments: 
Cash in Old Colony Tr. Co. 
Iisley House Loan 
Am. Agr. Chemical 17 shares 
Pid. 1,708.50 
Puget Sound Tr. Lt. and Pr. Co. 


$907.93 


1,330.00 


26 shares Pid. 2,791.75 
U. S. Steel Corp. 20 shares 
Pfd. 2,212.50 


$8,950.68 


TREASURER’S REPORT 


MARCH 1, 1915—MARCH 1, 1916 


SCHEDULE “A” 


BALANCE SHEET AS OF 
FEBRUARY 29, 1916 


CLOSE OF BUSINESS 


Boardman House Acct. 
Connecticut Acct. 
Cooper-Austin House Acct. 


Corner Lot—Linnaean St. Acct. 
Ilsley House—Repair L. M.F Acct. 
Ilsley House—Restoration N. T. 


C. Acct. 
laws House—Repair Acct. 
Heloise Meyer Acct. 
Old Block House Acct. 
Maine Acct. 
Museum Endowment Acct. 
Anonymous Acct. 
New Hampshire Acct. 
Rhode Island Acct. 


Notes Payable 


General Fund 


EMERGENCY FUND 


Principal of Fund 


GENERAL EMERGENCY FUND 


Principal of Fund 


LIFE MEMBERSHIP FUND 


salance, February 28, 1915 
Received during year 


Income 


516.94 
788.07 
420.00 
10.00 
62.50 
35.00 
300.00 
29.00 
36.85 


6,130.00 





$10,908.37 
11,423.49 


$22,331.86 


$510.14 


$8,450.00 


500.00 





8.950.00 


68 





$8 950.68 


os. 
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RECEIPTS AND 

Re eipts 

Active Membership 

Associate Membership (Net 

Sale of Bulletin 

Gifts and Donations 

Interest on Bank Balances (Net 

Library, gifts to 

Trans. trom Life Membership In- 
come 


Boardman House Gilts 

Connecticut Acct. 

Cooper-Austin House 

lisley House Repair Acct. Lite 
Membership Loan 

Isley Liouse Restoration, cilt Ol 
Nathaniel Tracy Chap. D. R. 


&?2 263.00 
1,330.00 
mea 
14.00 
19.42 
95.00 


420.00 


S4 743.17 
1,897.50 
10.00 
15.00 


1 GOO.00 


1,270.89 


SCHEDULE 
DISBURSEMENTS YEAR 


Laws House Repair Acct. 2,000.00 
Cash on hand February 28, 1915 1,220.79 
$11,657.35 
LIFE MEMBERSHIP 

Dividends: 
Am. Agr. Chemical Pfd. $102.00 
Puget Sound Tr. Lt. & Pr. Pid. 97.50 
United States Steel Pid. 105.00 
Interest in bank balances 15.61 
Balance on hand February 28, 1915 100.57 


| 
Receipts 
Balance on hand March 9, 
Interest on Deposits 
Rents from Swett-Ilsley house 
Rents from Cooper-Austin house 


1915 


Disbursements 

‘On account Swett-lsley hous¢ 

On account Cooper-Austin hous« 
On account Fowler house 

Agent’s Commissions and Expenses 


Balance March 4, 





LAL 


1916, on deposit at State 


S470.08 





os 
ENDING FEBRUARY 29, 1916 
Dishursements 
Auditing $50.00 
Entertainment 110.52 


Library 
()thce Expense 


187.32 
1,224.88 


Museum 4.41 
Postage 361.39 
Office Fixtures 116.51 
Panama Pacific kxy osition 30.18 
Stationery and Printing 368.74 
Rent 512.25 
Rent of Boardman House 17.00 
1916 Membership Campaign 50.00 


$3,033.30 





Boardman House, Repairs, ete. 91.00 
Isley House Repair Acct., Life 

Membership Loan 587.45 
Isley tlouse Restoration Acct.. 

Nathaniel Tracy Chap. 153.95 
laws House 31.90 
laws House—Repairs 1,211.93 
Notes Payable, Isley Llouse Life 

\lembership Loan 420.00 
Cash on hand, February 29, 1916 5,527.82 

$11,657.35 
INCOME ACCOUNT 


Paid General Acct.: 
| or reduction ol [Isley Llouse 


Loan $420.00 


Balance—Cash on hand February 
29, 1910. .68 


$470.68 





—— 


SCHEDULE ‘*¢ 
SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS AND DISB 


ke. and (), kK. 


ESTATE 


Street Trust Co. 


RSEMENTS BY J. C. 
AGEN] 


J}. FLAMAND, 


$323.28 
20 
243.50 


605.00 


iw 


; »? > 
$1,232.08 


S302.38 


O358.75 


OW) 


1,034.45 





$198.93 


. March 8, 1916. 
WAL. C. ENDICOTT, 


lreasurer. 


*Included in the payments on account of the Swett-Ilsley house, $302.38 as stated above, is a check for $87.22 
drawn February 29, 1916, payable to the order of the Treasurer for interest on loans trom Life Membership Fund. 
This amount is not included in the Treasurer's account for the fiscal year as stated in Schedule B (as the cheque 
was in the mails at the time. 


Editor’s Note 


.) 
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53 State Street, Boston, March 8, 1916, 


To the Auditing Committee of the Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities, 
Boston, Massachusetts. 


DEAR Sirs:—At your request we have audited the accounts of the Treasurer and of the 
Real Estate Agent for the fiscal year ending February 29, 1916, and we beg to submit the 
following report: 


BANK ACCOUNT AND CASH ACCOUNT. 


The deposits made in and the checks drawn on the banks have been compared with the 
statements rendered by the banks, and the balances on hand at close of business February 29, 
1916, on the various accounts, as shown on Schedule A, agree with such statements. The 
deposits have been traced to proper entries on the Cash Books, and the payments made are 
supported by proper receipted vouchers, with the exception of a few instances where the 
vouchers have not been returned, in which cases the checks serve as vouchers. 


FOOTINGS AND POSTINGS. 


The footings on the Cash Books and Ledger have been verified, and the postings of entries 
on the Cash Book and Journal Sheet to Ledger have been checked. 


BALANCE SHEET. 


A summary of the Ledger balances is set forth on Schedule A of this report. 
We have seen the certificates for stocks belonging to the Life Membership Fund, as stated 
on Schedule A, at the Old Colony Trust Company Deposit Vaults. 


RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS. 


Receipts and disbursements for the fiscal year on General Account and Life Membership 
Income Account are summarized on Schedule B. 


REAL ESTATE AGENT'S ACCOUNT. 


Receipts and disbursements by the Real Estate Agent are summarized on Schedule C. 
The cash balance at close of business March 4, 1916, amounting to $198.23, is on deposit with 
the State Street Trust Company, at the credit of J]. C. J]. Flamand, Real Estate Agent for 


- 


the Society, and does not appear upon the books of the Treasurer as an asset. 


AMOS D. ALBEE SON & CO. 
Certified Public Accountants. 


AUDITOR'S CERTIFICATE 


To the Trustees of The Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities, Boston, Massa- 
chusetts. 

We, the undersigned, certify that we have employed Messrs, Amos D. Albee Son & Co., 
Certified Public Accountants, to audit the accounts of the Treasurer of the Society for the 
year March 1, 1915 to March 1, 1916, and that the accompanying statement forms their 
report. We also certify that we have seen evidence of all the property called for thereby. 


Yours Respectfully, 


McDONALD E, WHITE, 
PAUL M. HAMLEN, 
Auditing Committee 














LIST OF LIFE MEMBERS, MAY 1o, 





1O16 


After the first year of membership and during the member's lifetime, two dollars per Life 
Member giving a Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Connecticut or Rhode Island address, 


is spent within that state. 


B.—Please notify the Corresponding Secretary of any errors or omissions 


PATRONS 


Patrons are those whose gifts of any kind to the Society amount to one thousan | Jollars 


or more in value. 


Mr. Wm. Sumner Appleton, Boston 

Miss Helen F. Kimball, Brookline 

Mr. Woodbury Langdon, Portsmouth, N. H. 
Miss Heloise Meyer, lenox 


LIKE 


MEMBERS 


Being those who have paid fifty dollars in dues in one year. 


Mr. Holker Abbott, Wellesley Hills 

Mr. Normand fF. Allen, Hartford, Conn. 

Mr. Oliver Ames, Boston 

Mr. Nathan L. Amster, Brookline 

Mrs. Larz Anderson, Brookline 

Mr. Samuel Appleton, Boston 

Mr. Samuel P. Avery, Hartford, Conn. 

Miss Ellen S. Bacon, Jamaica Plain 

Mrs. F. E. Bacon, Mattapoisett 

Mr. Simeon E. Baldwin, New Haven, Conn. 

Mrs. Wm. Hewson Baltzell, Wellesley 

Mr. Edward B. Bayley, Boston 

Mrs. James H. Beal, Boston. 

Mr. Henry P. Benson, Salem 

Mr. Henry Forbes Bigelow, Boston 

Mr. W. K. Bixby, St. Louis, Mo. 

Mr. George Nixon Black, Boston 

Mrs. Francis Blake, Auburndale 

Mr. Alfred Bowditch, Boston 

Mrs. Edward D. Brandegee, Boston 

Mr. S. Parker Bremer, Boston 

Mrs. Frederick F. Brewster, 
Conn. 

Mr. Peter C. Brooks, Boston 

Mrs. Shepherd Brooks, Boston 

Mr. George W. Brown, Boston 

Mrs. Harold Brown, Newport, R. I. 

Mr. Herbert Browne, Boston 

Mr. |. Tucker Burr, Boston 

Mrs. Arthur T. Cabot, Ponkapoag 

Mrs. Susie H. Camp, Hartford, Conn. 

Mr. Edward Carrington, Providence, R. I. 

Mrs. F. E. Chadwick, Newport, R. I. 

Miss Ellen Chase, Brookline 

Mr. Irving H. Chase, Waterbury, Conn. 

Mrs. Philip A. Chase, Lynn 

Miss Martha C. Codman, Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Ogden Codman, New York 

Miss Ruth Coit, Cambridge 


New 


llaven, 


Mrs. Harold J. Coolidge, Boston 

\irs. }. Randolph Coolidge, Boston 

Mir. J. Templeman Coolidge, Boston 

Mr. Ralph Adams Cram, Boston 

Mrs. W. Murray Crane, Dalton 

Mir. Alvah Crocker, Fitchburg 

Mrs. Edwin A. Daniels, Boston 

\Mir. George H. Davenport, Boston 

Mrs. George H. Davenport, Boston 

Mr. Andrew MeFarland Davis, Cambridge 
Mr. Charles H. Davis, New York 

Mir. Howland Davis, New York 

Mr. Dexter B. Dawes, Englewood, N. | 
Mrs. Charles Deering, Chicago, Ill. 

Prof. Franklin B. Dexter, New Haven, Conn 
Mr. Gordon Dexter, Boston 

Mrs. Henry F. Dimock, So. Coventry, Conn. 
Miss Hannah M. Edwards, Boston 

Mrs. |. W. Elliot, Boston 

Mr. Augustus H. Ellis, Boston 

Miss Caroline Emmerton, Salem 

Mr. William Endicott, Boston 

Mr. Arthur F. Estabrook, Boston 

\Irs. Robert D. Evans, Boston 

Mrs. Franklin Farrel, Ansonia, Conn 

Mr. John W. Farwell, Boston 

Mrs. Ruby F. Farwell, Boston 

\Irs. L. Carteret Fenno, Rowley 

\Mirs. W. Scott itz, Boston 

Mr. C. H. W. Foster, Boston 

Miss Adelaide Fowler, Danversport 

Miss Sarah Putnam Fowler, Danversport 
\MIrs. W. Shirley Fulton, Waterbury, Conn. 
\Mir. George A. Gardner, Boston 

Mrs. James A. Garland, Bourne 

Mr. Ernest L. Gay, Boston 

Mr. Russell Gray, Boston 

Dr. Charles M. Green, Boston 

Mrs. Edwin Farnham Greene, Boston 








Mr. Edwin Atkins Grozier, Cambridge 
Mrs. Alice G. Grozier, Cambridge 
Miss Mary E. Haven, Beverly Farms 
Mr. Augustus Hemenway, Boston 
Mrs. Augustus Hemenway, Boston 
Mrs. Henry L. Higginson, Boston 

Mr. Valentine Hollingsworth, Boston 
Mr. Henry Hornblower, Boston 

Miss Cornelia Horsford, Cambridge 
Miss Katharine Horsford, Cambridge 
Miss Elizabeth G. Houghton, Boston 
Mr. Charles W. Hubbard, Auburndale 
Mrs. Oscar lasigi, Stockbridge 

Mrs. M. W. Jacobus, Hartford, Conn. 
Mrs. Olivia B. James, Milton 

Mrs. Wolcott H. Johnson, Boston 
Mrs. Edward L. Kent, Boston 

Mr. Nathaniel T. Kidder, Milton 
Miss Hannah H. Kimball, Brookline 
Miss Lulu S. Kimball, Brookline 

Mr. L. C. Kimball, Boston 

Mrs. Henry P. King, Boston 

Mrs. Francis H. Lee, Salem 

Mr. Joseph Lee, Boston 

Mr. Francis L. Leland, New York 

Mr. Arthur Little, Boston 

Mr. Henry B. Little, Newburyport 
Mrs. Lora A. Littlefield, Brookline 
Hon. Wm. Caleb Loring, Boston 

Mr. Wm. Gilman Low, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Mrs. Jennie M. Luhrs, Germany 

Mr. Samuel P. Mandell, Boston 

Miss E. F. Mason, Boston 

Miss Fanny P. Mason, Boston 

Mr. William Maxwell, Rockville, Conn. 
Mr. Frank Merriam, Boston 

Mr. S. M. Merrill, Boston 

Mr. Stephen O. Metcalf, Providence, R. I. 
Miss Sophie Moen, Boston 

Mr. J. P. Morgan, New York 

Miss Frances R. Morse, Boston 

Mr. Everett Morss, Boston 

Miss Emma F. Munroe, Cambridge 
Miss Alice E. Neale, Sharon, N. H. 
Mr. Grenville H. Norcross, Boston 
Mrs. Guy Norman, Newport, R. I. 
Mr. George H. Nutting, Boston 

Mr. Wallace Nutting, Framingham 
Mrs. Wallace Nutting, Framingham 
Mr. Edward L. Parker, Concord 

Miss Eleanor S. Parker, Bedford 

Mr. Wm. Stanley Parker, Boston 

Mr. George A. Peabody, Danvers 

Mr. Arthur Emmons Pearson, West Newton 
Mrs. Charles E. Perkins, Burlington, lowa 
Miss Elizabeth W. Perkins, Boston 
Miss Eliza Philbrick, Salem 





Dr. John C. Phillips, Wenham 

Mr. William Phillips, No. Beverly 

Mr. Dudley L. Pickman, Boston 

Mrs. Dudley L. Pickman, Boston 

Mr. Edward Motley Pickman, Boston 
Mrs. Eugene 5S. Pike, Chicago, III. 

Mr. David Pingree, Salem 

Mr. James H. Proctor, Boston 

Mr. Thomas Emerson Proctor, Topsfield 
Mr. Wm. Ross Proctor, New York 

Mr. Charles S. Rea, Salem 

Dr. William L. Richardson, Boston 

Mrs. Robert Shaw Russell, Boston 

Mrs. Charles R. Sanger, Cambridge 

Mrs. Winthrop Sargent, Boston 

Mr. Charles P. Searle, Boston 

Miss Clara Endicott Sears, Boston 

Mr. Francis P. Sears, Boston 

Miss Ellen D. Sharpe, Providence, R. I. 
Mr. Henry D. Sharpe, Providence, R. I. 
Mrs. Emeline B. Simonds, West Somerville 
Miss Sarah Elizabeth Small, Newburyport 
Mr. Philip L. Spalding, Cambridge 

Mrs. Philip L. Spalding, Cambridge 

Mr. John T. Spaulding, Boston 

Mr. William S. Spaulding, Boston 

Mrs. Isaac Sprague, Wellesley Hills 

Mr. John C. Spring, Boston 

Mrs. Nathaniel Stevens, No. Andover 

Mr. Samuel D. Stevens, No. Andover 

Mr. William B. C. Stickney, Bethel, Vt. 
Mr. James J. Storrow, Boston 

Mrs. William N. Swift, New Bedford 

Mrs. Bayard Thayer, Lancaster 

Mrs. Nathaniel Thayer, Lancaster 

Mr. Houston A. Thomas, Hamilton 

Mrs. Joseph G. Thorp, Cambridge 

Mr. Cushing Toppan, Cambridge 

Mrs. Robert N. Toppan, Cambridge 

Mrs. Henry D. Tudor, Boston 

Mr. Harvey lIlsley Tweddell, So. Orange, N. J. 
Mr.William Wade Tweddell, So. Orange, N. J. 
Mr. E. Royal Tyler, London, England 

Mr. Theodore N. Vail, New York 

Mr. C. 8. Wadsworth, Middletown, Conn, 
Mr. J. Harrington Walker, Detroit, Mich. 
Miss Mary Lee Ware, Boston 

Mr. Edward R. Warren, Boston 

Mr. Hamilton Fish Webster, Newport, R. I. 
Hon. George Peabody Wetmore, Newport, 


Mrs. A. C. Wheelwright, Boston 

Mrs. William H. Wightman, Brookline 
Mr. John D. Williams, Boston 

Miss Alice B. Willson, Salem 

Miss Lucy B. Willson, Salem 

Mr. Henry D. Woods, West Newton 








BEQUESTS 


The Society having lately received several inquiries for information on 
the subject of bequests, it is believed that the following statement will be 


of service to intending testators. 


To preserve the 
finest of our old 
houses must always 
be the Society's primary interest. 
The devise of such property by will is 
earnestly solicited. Should such a 
house be devised in perfect repair and 
with a maintenance fund of from five 
to ten thousand dollars there would 
be no question but that the Society 
would gladly accept it. Should it be 
devised either in perfect repair or 
endowed, but not both, the probabili- 
ties are strongly that the gift would be 
accepted. Should it be devised out 
of repair and without a maintenance 
fund, its acceptance would depend 
on the excellence of the house and the 


OLD 
HOUSES. 


probability of raising the cost of 
repairs and endowment from the 
public. 


The only condition attending the 
devise should be the perpetual pre- 
servation of the house, but if there 
must be other conditions they should 
be as few and simple as_ possible. 
Such requirements as that the house 
be not added to or subtracted from, 
or altered, or used for any but spec- 
ified purposes, etc., should be avoided. 
For instance, a house might have 
modern additions which should be 
removed, or to make it livable it might 
require improvements which would be 
best placed in a modern ell. We can- 
not forecast the future and it may be 
that the testator’s primary wish, 
namely, the preservation of the house, 
could at some future time be best 


accomplished by the very means the 
Trustees were forbidden to employ. 
If a house were to be devised as a 
museum full of valuable objects, the 
endowment should be substantially 
increased as the added responsibility 
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of looking after a great number of 
small objects at a distance would 
certainly involve much added ex- 
pense. 

In the case of properties to be kept 
as local parks, museums, or ancestral 
memorials, it might be better to place 
the property in the hands of a local 
trust. Intending testators are in- 
vited to correspond with the Society 
on such questions. 


ENDOWMENT FOR ‘his is the most 

HOUSE PURCHASE . 

AND PRESERVA- important work of 
TION. all and for it the 

Society could profitably use any 

reasonable amount of money.  Per- 


haps a number of state funds would be 
the most popular way of bequeathing 
this. Although large sums could be 
used, nevertheless the smaller ones 
would be of great utility. Funds from 
five thousand dollars up — the in- 
come to be spent in a particular state 
or county — would be the means of 
doing much good. A fund of twenty 
thousand dollars for each New Eng- 
land state would be excellent. At the 
same time it is well to state that the 
income from one hundred thousand 
dollars per state would be none too 
much, and in Massachusetts not 
nearly enough. 


The Society aims to 
maintain at its prin- 
cipal office a mu- 
seum and a library primarily devoted 
to New England antiquities. The 
bequest of appropriate material is 
much desired. Whenever possible 
the privilege would be appreciated of 
picking out what is wanted rather 
than taking what executors think 
should be wanted. Excellent material 


MUSEUM 
AND LIBRARY 
OBJECTS. 








from a museum point of view may 
seem valueless to others, and actually 
be so until it takes its place in a co- 
ordinated collection. All pictorial 
representations of New England life 
and scenes are suitable and useful 
whether photographs, engravings, 
wood cuts, sketches, newspaper clip- 
pings, magazine articles or illustra- 
tions, or even picture postal cards. 
Manuscripts, books and pamphlets 
bearing on our chosen field of work 
are welcome. All known information 
concerning objects bequeathed should 
be turned over with them. 

Never bequeath museum or library 
objects on condition that they be kept 
in certain places or grouped in memor- 
ial cases or rooms. If necessary 
express a preference that this be done, 


but leave the final decision to our 
Trustees. 
This is one of the 
MUSEUM sora ™® 
ENDOWMENT. Society Ss most ur- 
vent needs. The 


Trustees have never felt at liberty to 
spend much of the Society’s money, 
which comes from all over New 
England, on a museum at its head- 
quarters. They have taken the posi- 
tion that such a museum should be 
supported either locally or by endow- 
ment. Bequests will be most valued 
if unrestricted, but may well be left 
for the enlargement or care of certain 
classes of collections. It would be 
difficult to say just how much could 
be used to advantage; certainly a 
total of several hundred thousand 
dollars would be none too much, but 
on the other hand this would be 
equally welcome if made up of a large 
number of small bequests. The mu- 
seum, as it grows, will surely require 
a paid director and a small staff as 
well as a corps of custodians. Dust 
proof show cases are very costly and 
the care of a suite of museum rooms 
with all their exhibits would be a 
continual drain on resources, quite 
apart from the increase of the col- 
lections. As for this last, although 
much can be acquired by gift or for a 





few dollars at most, some museum 
pieces cost as many thousands. Un- 
less we are prepared to see these go to 
other parts of the country we must 
have a substantial endowment to 
enable us to buy them ourselves. 


What the needs of 

LIBRARY . . : 
ENDOWMENT. the library will be in 
the future it is hard 
to say. The urgent need of the mo- 


ment is an endowment to insure a 
well balanced increase of the collection 
of photographs and measured draw- 
ings. There are hundreds of fine old 
New England houses of which no 
sufficient photographic record exists. 
In addition there are a smaller number 
which should be thoroughly measured 
up and plans, elevations and cross 
sections made of them. This is work 
of the utmost importance and of a 
continuing character for which an 
endowment of two hundred thousand 
dollars would not be excessive. 
Smaller funds to cover local areas 
would be excellent — say from one to 
five thousand dollars to cover work in 
the testator’s home town. 

Library endowment is also needed 
for cataloguing and superintendence. 
Kven now one person’s entire time 
could be so used. Visitors call for 
photographs showing structural over- 
hangs, exposed summers, leaded win- 
dow sashes, skirt boards, nail studded 
doors, casement windows, knockers, 
closed porches, open porches, and so 
on indefinitely. The ability to supply 
this and much more information de- 
pends on exhaustive cataloguing and 
this in turn on generous endowment. 


We already have 

A PUBLICATION 
FUND. calls for an_e ex- 
haustive printed re- 
cord of each of our own houses. 


To prepare such would be an expen- 
sive task and one that should be 
undertaken more with reference to 
doing justice to the subject than with 
an eye to financial profit. The in- 
come of a fund of fifty thousand 
dollars could readily be used, and 





more would be even better. The continually left them. The smallest 
question of how much could be used of these are often well under a 
if we had it would involve much _ thousand dollars, while the average is 
larger figures and inquirers are re- between one and five thousand, but in 
ferred to the Society's officers for more the foregoing statement of the Soci- 
information. ety’s needs much larger sums have 
been named because they too are 

Of these we have wanted and we hope eventually to 


EMERGENCY Pack HP . Bl 
FUNDS. two, one of which — si receive them. Still it is the smaller 

the General Emerg- amounts, from one to five thousand, 

ency Fund — was formed asa nucleus that we are much more apt to receive. 


to which could be added other Every member who can afford to do so 
amounts, no matter how small. In much and not more, is urged to make 
these funds lie great chances for good the Society a beneficiary to some such 
work, as they may in an emergency amount. 

serve to save what would otherwise 


be lost. Whatever its bought with nee ie The Societv must 
"iy ADMINISTRATION : 

them must be sold again, to the FUND. look torward to the 

Society or otherwise, and the fund time when its central 

made intact as soon as may be. office will have outgrown the services 


of unpaid amateurs. When that time 


| { » Com nO nN arrives al endowment ot from htty 
MISCELLANEOUS : 
FUNDS. knovy 


vledge that the to one hundred thousand dollars wall 

backbone of the fi- be required. This is an important 

nancial strength of countless institu- item and the sooner it is met the 
tions of long standing lies in the sooner will the future of the Society 


multiplicity of the small bequests — be assured. 


The Society holds (May 3, 1916) the following permanent funds, given in 
the order of their formation 


LIke MEMBERSHIP FUND, $9,050.00 
Income unrestricted; at present applied, by vote of the Trustees, to the up- 
keep of the Sox lety's four real estat ——— 

IL LEN F. KIMBALL EMERGENCY FUND $1,502.52 
To be kept as cash in ban! ibject tot Coin e or cmergency to 
protect a threatened antia ity. which 4 tint Pail iIraDo | otf as soon 
is may be to the Soc ty r otherwt , i tl rc! | 1rit t avain tor 
further use. 

ILNERAL EMERGENCY FUND, $510.14 
“ame purpose is the above. an Tul lo wa t it! vhit Ol S500 from 
\irs Shi prtae rc Brooks, and if is ho L that | ded » it. 

MUSEUM ENDOWMENT FUND, $35.00 
No effort has been made to forn \luseum Fund but pet ons desirous ol help- 
ing may do so by adding to this amount. 





FORM OF BEQUEST 


ee PPT CTE TE TTT TUT ETT ee 
eheeeteceenbeeeas to The Society for the Preservation of New England 
Antiquities, a Massachusetts corporation, its successors and assigns, to its 
and their own use and behoof forever.” 
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SUMMER EXHIBITION 
104 VIEWS OF OLD BOSTON 


LENT BY THE FAMILY OF OUR DECEASED FELLOW-MEMBER 
Mr. ALEXANDER S. PORTER 


Mr. Porter spent his whole life as a real estate broker in Boston. He was 
intensely interested in the changing aspects of the city and gathered a large collec- 
tion of photographs bearing on them. With many of these changes he was per- 
sonally associated, as for instance the erection of the present Exchange Building 
on the site of the old Merchants Exchange, and also the Tremont Building on 
that of the old Tremont House. Perhaps the most interesting group of photo- 
graphs is a set of forty-four showing every house on the northerly side of Beacon 
Street from the State House to just beyond Brimmer Street. 

The Editor is informed that the entire collection (which includes fifty-five 
not exhibited) will be sold next fall when this exhibition is over. 


BULLETIN OF THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES. 


The Bulletin is published at the convenience of the Editor for free distribution among the 
members of the Society. It aims to keep them in touch with the progress of its affairs and counts 
on their support for interesting news items. Views and accounts of old houses destroyed or 
threatened with destruction are much desired. 

By vote of the Trustees the Corresponding Secretary is for the present Editor of the Bulletin. 


THE BLUE ELEPHANT TEA ROOM 


IN THE 
OLD ILSLEY TAVERN 
(OLDEST PORTION ERECTED ABOUT 1670 BY STEPHEN SWETT) 
1] HiGH STREET, NEWBURYPORT, MAss. 


Light refreshments always ready. Catering to automobile tourists a specialty. Lunch and 
dinner parties arranged for in advance. ‘Telephone connection. Not open Sundays. 


ANTIQUE AND DECORATED FURNITURE FOR SALE, 
One of New England’s most interesting houses, worthy of a visit from everybody. Open 
June 1 to November 1. 


SAMUEL FOWLER HOUSE 
DANVERSPORT, MASS. 
BUILT 1809 

The Misses Sarah Putnam Fowler and Adelaide Fowler invite all members to visit the Fowler 
homestead; open between 10 A.M. and 5 p.m. daily during the coming summer. Members will 
confer a favor by showing their membership tickets for 1916 and signing the visitors’ book. A 
charge of ten cents will be made per non-member. 

This house is in perfect condition and furnished very nearly in the style of the period. 


LIGHT REFRESHMENTS CAN BE PROCURED IF DESIRED 


MISS BLANCHE E. COLMAN, INTeER!IorR Decorator 
Stup1o AT 21 LINNAEAN STREET, CAMBRIDGE, MaAss. 


THE OLD COOPER-AUSTIN HOUSE 1657. 


Members desirous of seeing or showing the house will almost always be able to secure admis- 
sion on showing their 1916 membership tickets during reasonable hours, excepting on Sundays and 
holidays. 


FURNITURE AND INTERIOR FURNISHENGS ON EXHIBITION. 
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OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES 1916 


President 
Vice-Presidents 


Massachusetts 
Connecticut 
Rhode Island 
New Hampshire 
Vermont 

Maine 


Treasurer 
Rec. Secretary 
Cor. Secretary 
Librarian 


Director of Museum 


Mrs. L. Vernon Briggs 

Mr. Ralph A. Cram* 

Mr. Samuel D. Stevens 
Miss Mary C. Wheelwright 


Miss Margaret Curtis 
Mr. Frederick O. Houghton 
Mrs. J. Franklin McElwain 


Mr. Lawrence Park 


Mr. Herbert Browne 

Mrs. Lincoln Davis 

Miss Clara Endicott Sears 
Mr. Albert Thorndike 


Charles Knowles Bolton 


Miss Alice Longfellow 


Waldo Lincoln 


Miss Theodate Pope* 


THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF 
NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES 


9 ASHBURTON PLACE, BOSTON 


Henry W. Erving 


Mrs. F. E. Chadwick 

Col. R. H. I. Goddard* 
Mrs. Arthur E. Clarke* 
Dr. Wallis D. Walker 
Mrs. Sherman Evarts 
William B. C. Stickney 
William D. Patterson 
Mrs. Abba Goold Woolson 
William C. Endicott 


Lynde Sullivan 


William Sumner Appleton 
Dr. Walter G. Chase 
Dwight M. Prouty 


Term Expires March 1, 1917 


Term Expires March 1, 1918 


Term Expires March 1, 1919 


Shirley, Mass. 


Cambridge 
Worcester 
Farmington 
Hartford 
Newport 
Providence 
Manchester 
Portsmouth 
Windsor 
Bethel 
Wiscasset 
Windham 
Danvers 
Durham, N. H. 
Boston 
Boston 


Boston 


Boston 
Sudbury 
North Andover 


Boston 


Boston 


Boston 


- Boston 


Groton 


Boston 
Marblehead 
Harvard 


Boston 


*Note.—Since March 8, the following changes have occurred: Miss Pope has become Mrs. John Wallace Riddle, 
May 6, 1916; Col. R. H. I. Goddard, died April 23, 1916 and Mr. Henry D. Sharpe of Providence was elected 
to take his place; Mrs. Arthur E. Clarke has resigned owing to poor health; Mr. Ralph Adams Cram has resigned 


from the Board because pressure of business made it impossible for him to attend meetings. 
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THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF 
NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES 


9 ASHBURTON PLACE, BOSTON 

The organization of The Society for the Preservation of New 
England Antiquities marks an important departure from the 
usual form of antiquarian societies. Its sole object is fully indi- 
cated by its name. The most important antiquities to be pre- 
served are houses built in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 
and in the first years of the nineteenth. Each house acquired 
will be restored, if need be, and whenever feasible let to tenants 
under proper restrictions for the purpose of obtaining its best care 
and preservation. Some houses of surpassing interest which may 
be owned by the Society may probably always be open to the 
public, and maintained solely as memorials. Eventually it will 
be the Society’s plan to preserve smaller antiquities in a museum, 
sectional and national in character, conveniently placed in a fire- 
proof building in Boston. 


A very large membership is absolutely essential to the success 
of this Society, just as the Society is essential to the preservation 
of our fast vanishing antiquities. Persons wishing to become 
members should apply to the Corresponding Secretary, Mr. Wm. 
Sumner Appleton, 9 Ashburton Place, Boston, Mass., enclosing 
cheque payable to Mr. William C. Endicott, Treasurer. The 
classes of membership are: Life, $50; Active, $5 per year; Asso- 
ciate, $2 per year. All members receive the Bulletin, but Asso- 
ciate Members may not vote or hold office. 


The Society now owns (May 1, 1916): 
The Swett-Ilsley house, Newbury, about 1670. 


Let as a tea room and for the sale of antiques. 


The Samuel Fowler house, Danversport, 1809. 


Occupied by the Misses Fowler. 


The Cooper-Austin house, Cambridge, about 1657. 


Let to Miss Blanche E. Colman, Interior Decorator, for studio. 


The Laws house, Sharon, N. H. 


Repairs not wholly completed. 
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